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Muslim and Western publics continue to see relations
ecn them as generally bad, with both sides holding
egative’ steréotypes of the other; Many in the West see
as fanatical and violent, while foew say Muslims
oletant or respeetful of women. Meanwhrle, Muslims in
iddle Edast'and Asia generally see Westerners as se]ﬁsh,
rat and greedy — as well as violent and fanatical. -

what of a thaw in the U.S. and Europe compared with
e4rs ago. A greater percentage of Western publics now
ee relations between themselves and Muslims as generally
ompared with 2006,
In contrast, Muslims in predommantly Mushm natrons
inclined to say relations arc generally bad as they
five years ago. S
most part, Muslims and Westemers finger pomt
causes of problems in their:relations, and about
holds the high ground on key issues. Muslims

st are bad overwhelmingly blame the West. However,
ericans and Europeans tend to blame Mushms for

n_etejj‘of-agreement betWeen Westernets "and
is. that both believe Muslim nations should be

getieved view. of the West - they blame Western policies
-for e1r own laek of prosperlty Across the Muslim pubhes

f ¢ _W‘} ter 'pehcxes i w
: both Mushms and Westemers believe corrupt

t p y responmble for the lack of prosperity. And
eflecting the Arab Spring, in several Muslim and
ations » people are more likely than they were five

-Iatest Pew Global: Athtudes survey finds

th MlddIeEast and elsewhere who say relations with

Muslim-Western Tensions Persist: Pew Survey

Muslim nations as well. More than seven-in-ten Palestinian

and Lebanese Muslims are worried about Islamic extremists
in their countries, as are most Muskims in Egypt, Pakistan, =~~~

and Turkey. For Mustims, the most common concern about.
extremism is that it is violent, although in both Egypt and

the Palestinian territories the top fear 1s that extremlsm '

could divide the country. . D

In four of the six largely Christian nations! mcluded m
the study, most say they have a positive opinion of Muslims.
The exceptions are Germany (45% favorable) and Spain
(37%), although views toward Muslims have nnproved in
both countries since 2006. ‘

Muslim views toward Christians vary considerably
across countries. In Lebanon, which has a large Christian
population, nearly all Muslims (96%) express a positive

view:of Christians, Narrow majorities of Jordanian (57%)

and Indonesian (52%) Muslims also give Christians a
favorable rating, while in Egypt — which ‘has recently
experienced violence between elements of its Muslim and
Christian communities — v1ews are d1v1ded (48% favorable

. 47% unfavorable) Hopaan
Meanwhﬂe, very few Mushms in Paklstan (16%) or,

Turkey (6%) have a positive opinion of Christians. .
Ratings for Jews are umformly low in the predommantly S
Muslim nations surveyed. C
Among Israel’s minority Muslim commumty, however
views are divided: 48% express a positive opinion of Jews,
while 49% offer a negative opinion. In contrast, only 9%

of Israeli Jews have a positive view of Mustims. Christians ™

receive somewhat higher ratings among Israell Mushms P

(67% favorable) than among Israeh Jews (51%) '
Also of Note: P
= There is 2 widespread perceptlon that Mushms hvmg n

the West do not want to assimilate. Majorities inEurope and |

the U.S. think Muslims wish to remain distinct from the rest

of society, instéad of embracing the way of life'in Western- -
More than two-thirds in: Germany :and Spam” RN

nations.
believe Muslims do not want to adopt national customs.

* Among Muslim publics, many believe that Americans
and Europeans are hostile toward Muslims. In fact, in Turkey,
Pakistan, Egypt and Jordan, the belief that Ameneans and

Furopeans are “hostile has become moTe common since
2006. s

= In Western nations, those who believe some religio'ns
are more prone:to viclence than others tend to-say Islam-is - -
the most violent faith (when asked to choose among Islam,
Christianity, Judaism and Hinduism). Muslim publics who

think some religions are especially prone to violence tend’ o

to name Judaism.

+ There is an education gap on: views about Mushm:'
assimilation — in Western Eu.rope and the U.S,, those who: Db e
do not have a coilege degree are more likely than those who-

do to believe that Muslims want to remain distinct from the B
broader socxety : ‘
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DIALOGUE
- Aneed for constructive dialogue for tolerance
. j.}edﬁah Saudi -Arabia — Dr. practice their religion. “The right wing —
' “Lansine (Ael Hassan)‘ Kaba, has to manufacture threat” to win over

“distmguished visiting professor of
historyat Carnegie MeHon University.
il ;£Qatar, -urges for a constructive. :
¢ on ¢ivilization for tolerance

" "Duting a recent visit to the OIC
“Headquarters i Jeddah, he sat with °
the:OI€ Journal for a briefhistory of -
Islamin the West.

. Islam is a_ religion that is
biaséd “on: diversity, globalism and :
mterdependence, therefore, it has no ¢
problem with these concepts as some
‘claim. He said that Muslims willing -
. to defend their fundamental values

as Muslims does not mean that they

are:-denying the values of Christianity
_and Judaism and other people, but.to ensure that they are
following a tradition that since its conception until now
always called for the dignity of men and their brotherhood.

- He believes that the recent debates held at the official
‘government level in France and the US about the presence
- of Islam are politically motivated because Islam has been
present in France, in the US and other western countries for
a very long time.

. Inthe ¢ase of Franée, Muslims défénded Francé in World

WaI I and fought under the leadership of General Charles
: __‘_e'- Gaulle in World War 1I; why was there no debate then,
he asked, or when France colonized Muslim countries and
exploited their resources. Dr. Kaba believes that the reason
_for the recent debates is because President Nicolas Sarkozy
wanted to win some potential electoral votes in the next
electlons away from the right wing party

“The problem does not exist. But Sarkozy created it to
antagonme to create a sense of antagonism among French
. electoral and attract right wing elements who are anti-
foreigners, xenophobes, anti-Arab, anti-black, and any
element not “pure French”.”

—~He-does not see Islam as a cultural threat to France as

Dr. Kaba. Muslims only want to ensure their right to

46  the OIC Journal | www.oic-oci.org | une - Rgust 201

e hias. argued. “There has always been a co-habitation,”

people without knowledge.

In the US it is the same. Muslims
havebeen there for centuries. Although
they came in large numbers afterthe * -
repeal of the Immigration Act in 1965
by President Johnson, said Dr.:Kaba, . :
in fact they were in the US long before
that, during slavery and even came -

. with Columbus when he discovered
America.

*Islam is not new in the US. What
is new is the willingness of Muslims
to develop their presence; not to make -
Islam a transient religion but a reality
of American consciousness, which
was not possible before the war of
cessation or after the war of 1864
because of the slavery system. But
then Muslims became full fledged citizens.”

Now there are mosques all across the US and Muslims
are found in every aspect of life,

The hearings launched by Congressman Peter King
persuaded Muslims to develop a better consciousness of
their rights and to defend their rights, according to Dr. kaba.

“The new phenomenon of Islamophobia literally, in mry
Jjudgment, is threatening the foundation of America. Luckily
the US has a constitution that defends freedom of religion,’
he said.

As ominous as those hearing were, Dr. Kaba sees a bright
future for Islam in the US.

Every religion can lead at times to misconception in t
mind of people, to commit terrible things, said Dr. Kal
“We need to resist the feelings of hatred.” :

Diversity is part of humanity. Differences are no reas
to hate each other.

“A constructive dialogue on civilization is a necessity for
tolerance and to make the world a humane world. I think
within this context, Islam is here to stay in France, in the us,
and other placcs and to blossom

TOTAL P.OZ



