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From Norms to Action: Addressing Islamophobia and Discrimination
Based on Religion or Belief - The Nexus to Human Rights (continued)

panel at the UNAOC-OIC high-level event marking the
to Combat Islamophobia focused on “Striking a Balance:
ssion and the Prohibition of Incitement to Hatred".

eakers included H.E. Mr. Omar Hilale, Ambassador,
sentative of the Kingdom of Morocco to the UN; Mr. Maher
of the Outreach Division, United Nations Department of
ations; Mr. Ignacio Garcia Lumbreras, Minister Counsellor
Mission of Spain to the United Nations; and Ms. Simona
Affairs Officer and Head of Programmes at the UN Office
of Genocide. The session was moderated by Ms. Hanaa
ellor at the Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Morocco

)y Ambassador Hilale in his remarks, "The persistence
around the world is not only an attack on Muslims; it is a
hared humanity. When prejudice becomes normalized, the
protects us all begins to erode.”

inued with a thematic panel titled, “From Policy to Practice:
sting Institutional Frameworks and National Strategies
ation Based on Religion or Belief, Including Islamophobia
ed”.

hared their insights included Mr. Rio Hada, Chief of Section,
missioner for Human Rights in New York; Ms. Irene Kitsou-
esentative of the Secretary-General of the Council of Europe
, anti-Muslim hatred and all forms of religious intolerance;
elen Akgiin, Personal Representative of the Organization for
tion in Europe (OSCE) and Chairperson-in-Office on Combating
mination against Muslims; H.E. Mr. Christian Kamill, Special
s and Intercultural Dialogue at the Ministry for Foreign Affairs
Malik, Special Envoy to Combat Islamophobia of Australia.
or of UNAOC, moderated the session.

national experiences, institutional responses, and multilateral
ng Islamophobia and anti-Muslim hatred. The discussion
rtance of translating international commitments into concrete
lusion, protect human rights, and foster mutual respect and

ide.
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From Norms to Action: Addressing Islamophobia and Discrimination
Based on Religion or Belief - The Nexus to Human Rights (continued)

¢¢ It has been an honour to complete.w
‘the first year of my mandate as the

United Nations Special Envoy

to Combat Islamophobia.

We have only just started.

But we are going to succeed. 99

Miguel Angel Moratinos,

Under-Secretary-General, High Representative for UNAOC, UN Special Envoy to Combat Islamophobia
16 MARCH 2026, UNITED NATIONS, NEW YORK,

HIGH-LEVEL EVENT MARKING THE INTERNATIONAL DAY TO COMBAT ISLAMOPHOBIA

Concluding the high-level event titled "From Nexus to
Action: Addressing Islamophobia Based on Religion
or Belief — the Nexus to Human Rights”, Under-Secre-
tary-General Miguel Angel Moratinos, High Represen-
tative for UNAOC and UN Special Envoy to Combat
Islamophobia, reflected on a full day of dialogue, re-
flection, and renewed commitment to action.




X111l Global Baku Forum (Baku, Azerbaijan)

Official Opening Ceremony

The High Representative for UNAOC participated in the Xl Global
Baku Forum, organized by the Nizami Ganjavi International Center
(NGIC), in Baku, Azerbaijan.

Addressing the high-level Opening Ceremony alongside H.E. llham
Aliyev, President of the Republic of Azerbaijan, as well as NGIC Co-
Chairs H.E. Vaira Vike-Freiberga, former President of Latvia, and H.E.
Ismail Serageldin, former Vice President of the World Bank, among
other distinguished speakers, the High Representative emphasized .
the urgent need to strengthen dialogue and multilateral cooperation -
at a time of mounting geopolitical tensions and overlapping global =
crises.

“It is not the idea of multilateralism that has failed us. It is our
collective inability — or unwillingness — to empower and modernize
it,’ he said. “We face a deficit not of structure, but of solidarity and
political solidarity. We need a reinvigorated multilateralism — one that
is inclusive, representative, and effective. One that is anchored not in
power politics, but in shared principles and mutual accountability.”

“Humanity still has a choice. But choosing wisely requires the courage
to return to dialogue, negotiation, and the rule of law. Only diplomacy—
patient, principled, and persistent—can steer us away from the abyss,”
he concluded. (72 March)
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Xill Global Baku Forum (Baku, Azerbaijan) (continued)

On the margins of the Xlll Global Baku Forum in Baku, Azerbaijan, Under-Secretary-General Miguel Angel Moratinos,
High Representative for UNAOC and UN Special Envoy to Combat Islamophobia, held high-level meetings with:

)

H.E. Mr. Nazir Ceyhun Bayramov, Minister of
Foreign Affairs of Azerbaijan
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Mr. Mukhtar Babayev, Representative of the
President of Azerbaijan for Climate Issues
and President of COP29
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H.E. Mr. Adil Karimli, Minister of Culture of
Azerbaijan

Mr. Ramin Mammadov, Chairman of the
State Committee on Affairs with Religious
Associations in Azerbaijan
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While in Baku, Mr. Moratinos attended an Iftar hosted by

His Virtue Sheikh-ul-Islam Allahshukur Pashazadeh,
Chairman of the Caucasus Muslims Board.

&

Also present were high-level guests that included,
among others: H.E. Boris Tadié¢, Former President of
Serbia; H.E. Ilvo Josipovié¢, Former President of Croatia;
H.E. Vladimir Norov, Minister of Foreign Affairs of
Uzbekistan; H.E. Sameh Shoukry, Former Foreign
Minister of Egypt; Dr. Akkan Suver, President of the
Marmara Group Foundation; and Mr. Sezgin Bilgic,
Secretary General of the Marmara Group Foundation.
(12 March)
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HIGHLIGHTS

In a conversation hosted by UNAOC and the UN Office on the Prevention of Genocide and the Responsibility to Protect (UNOSAPG), Mr. Alex Ryvchin, Co-CEO of
the Executive Council of Australian Jewry, discussed his insights on how hate speech and extremist rhetoric can escalate into violence, key lessons learned on
prevention, and practical strategies to counter antisemitism and extremist narratives.

Held at the United Nations in New York and attended by UN staff, representatives of Member States, and Jewish organizations, the event was organized by UNAOC
and UNOSAPG as part of the implementation of the UN Action Plan to Enhance Monitoring and Response to antisemitism, and the UN Strategy and Plan of Action

on Hate Speech. (3 March)

Ms. Nihal Saad, Director of UNAOC, participated in the Director-level Steering
Committee Meeting organized in the framework of the United Nations Global
Programme on Countering Terrorist Threats against Vulnerable Targets, held
at the United Nations in New York. The Global Programme is implemented
jointly by the United Nations Office of Counter-Terrorism (UNOCT), the Counter-
Terrorism Committee Executive Directorate (CTED), the United Nations Alliance
of Civilizations (UNAOC), and the United Nations Interregional Crime and Justice
Research Institute (UNICRI), in consultation with INTERPOL. It seeks to strengthen
Member States' capacity to prevent, protect, mitigate, investigate, respond to, and
recover from terrorist attacks against vulnerable targets at the national, regional,
and global levels. (17 March)
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In a video message, USG Moratinos emphasized the urgent need for dialogue at
the First Forum Against Hate, organized in Madrid by Spain’s Ministry of Inclusion,
Social Security, and Migration. The high-level event, inaugurated by Spanish
Prime Minister H.E. Mr. Pedro Sanchez, brought together senior representatives
of major social media platforms, national and international experts, civil society
leaders, and media figures to discuss current measures to moderate online
content, combat hate speech targeting vulnerable communities, and leverage
Al tools to safeguard democracy and human dignity. The forum concluded with
closing remarks by H.E. Ms. Elma Saiz, Minister of Inclusion, Social Security, and
Migration. (77 March)
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HIGH-LEVEL MEETINGS

y to Combat Islamophobia, Under-Secretary-General Miguel Angel Moratinos, held productive discussions with the
following officials and partners at the UNAOC Office in New York:

Db

Y
—

nternational Religious Freedom A delegation from Angola, led by H.E. Mr. Dionisio da Fonseca, Minister of
d Vice Chair, Mr. Asif Mahmood, State and Chief of the Civil House of the President of the Angolan Republic,
s. Rachel Laser, and Mr. Stephen accompanied by H.E. Mr. Francisco Jose da Cruz, Ambassador, Permanent
Representative of Angola to the UN, to discuss preparations for the upcoming
“Call for Peace” event to be held in Luanda, Angola, in June. (23 March)

s. Katalin Bogyay, President of H.E. Mr. Ahmad Faisal Muhamad, Mr. Ibrahim Negm, Senior Advisor to the
Association of Hungary, Former Permanent Representative of Malaysia Grand Mufti of Egypt. (18 March)

ent Representative of Hungary to to the United Nations. (26 March)

. (23 March)
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Apply online to receive funding, gain mentorship,
and join our global community of changemakers.

www.Interculturallnnovation.org

PLURALA

Coming soon: 2026 PLURAL+ Youth Video Festival

Young media makers and content creators: get ready to tell your
story and make your voice heard! Preparations are now underway
for the 2026 edition of the PLURAL+ Youth Video Festival, inviting
youth from around the world to submit original and creative short
videos on pressing social issues.

PLURAL+ is a United Nations youth video festival that empowers
young people to explore themes such as migration, diversity, and
social inclusion, among others. Open to participants up to 25-years-
old, the festival offers a unique global platform for young creators
to express perspectives, spark conversations, and inspire positive
social change.

The 2026 edition will continue to highlight these core themes,
while also featuring special categories on cross-cutting issues
that encourage meaningful youth engagement. For updates, visit

https://pluralplus.unaoc.org/ or follow #PLURALplus26 on social

media.

WWWw.unaoc.org @UNAOC fb.com/unaoc.org

@UNAOC

PROGRAMMING

Call for Applications: Intercultural Innovation Hub

The 10th edition of the Intercultural Innovation Hub (IIH) is now accepting applications.
A partnership between UNAOC and the BMW Group, with the support of Accenture,
IIH continues to connect people and cultures, empower non-profit organizations, and
elevate and scale up their approaches to tackling complex intercultural challenges
through the development and implementation of impactful social innovations. The
Intercultural Innovation Hub will select up to 10 projects focused on addressing
xenophobia and hate speech; preventing violent extremism; promoting gender equality;
using sport, art, and culture as tools to drive social change and foster social inclusion;
building inclusive and cohesive communities; and using Al and new technologies at
the service of humanity. The deadline to apply is 15 April 2026.

( Learn more: https://bit.ly/about-iih ) C Apply online: https://bit.ly/apply-iih )

UNAOC and the World Karate Federation (WKF) signed
a Memorandum of Understanding to strengthen
collaboration in promoting inclusion, respect, and
peaceful coexistence through sport. The agreement
was signed by H.E. Miguel Angel Moratinos and Mr.
Antonio Espinés, WKF President, in Madrid, Spain.
Through this partnership, the WKF joins UNAOC's
Sport for #OneHumanity Campaign, reinforcing its
commitment to leveraging karate's core values — respect, discipline, and equality — to foster
social cohesion and mutual understanding. The collaboration will focus on awareness raising,
outreach activities, and engagement around international competitions, building on previous
collaboration between UNAOC and WKF at the 2023 World Senior Karate Championships in
Cairo, Egypt. (9 March)

As part of its monthly capacity-building series, UNAOC
held the 32nd workshop of its Women's Alliance for
Peace (WA4P) initiative, bringing together women
leaders and peacebuilders from across Africa. During
this session, participants explored conflict resolution
mechanisms and conflict management, and reflected
on first-hand challenges in mediation, drawing from
their respective field experiences. (26 March)
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