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DISCLAIMER This report seeks to capture key elements of the proceedings and 
discussion during the 8th United Nations Alliance of Civilizations Forum, 
held on 19-20 November 2018, at the United Nations Headquarters 
in New York. It should not be read as a transcript or as a complete 
or authoritative record of any individual statement or intervention. 
Statements in this report, unless explicitly identified as doing so, do 
not necessarily represent the views of the United Nations Alliance of 
Civilizations (UNAOC). Participants should be consulted directly for an 
authoritative statement of their views.
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FOREWORD AND 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

BY H.E. Mr. Nassir Abdulaziz Al-Nasser
United Nations Under-Secretary-General, 
High Representative for the United Nations 
Alliance of Civilizations (2013-2018)

It has been the utmost honour to 
preside over yet another successful 
Global Forum of the United Nations 

Alliance of Civilizations (UNAOC). The 
8th Global Forum marked the first ten 

years of these high-level events. 

Today, more than ever, our societies are shaped by 
intense interaction among diverse cultural, religious 
and linguistic communities. This growing diversity is 
a source of enrichment and opportunity, but can often 
lead to identity-based tensions, misunderstandings 
and conflict. In all corners of the world, inciters of 
hate take pride in driving a wedge between different 
ethnic groups and civilizations. The international 
community cannot effectively address these 
challenges without coordinated, multilateral action. 

It is against that backdrop that the Alliance convened 
its 8th Global Forum on 19-20 November 2018 for 
the first time at United Nations Headquarters in 
New York. We welcomed over 1,000 participants 
from the Member States, international and 

regional organizations, media, youth, faith-based 
organizations, academia, the private sector and non-
governmental organizations in an unprecedented 
gathering under the theme, #Commit2Dialogue: 
Partnerships for Prevention and Sustaining Peace. 

During two high-level plenary and six breakout 
sessions, we reaffirmed our shared resolve to 
promoting greater understanding and respect 
between societies and identity groups, all with a 
view toward preventing conflict and promoting social 
cohesion. 
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During the UNAOC Group of Friends high-level 
meeting, the Group of Friends reflected on the 
accomplishments of the Alliance during the period 
2013 to 2018 and presented their recommendations 
for future action. I am grateful for their thoughtful 
input and look forward to UNAOC incorporating the 
feedback into our future work. 

Since its inception, the Alliance has provided a 
platform for youth to make their voices heard and to 
support their active engagement in decision-making 
processes. During the #UNAOCyouth event, over 
100 UNAOC alumni participated in an open dialogue 
session led by the United Nations Special Envoy on 
Youth. I was also heartened by the celebration of 
youth achievements at the PLURAL+ award ceremony, 
which recognized 30 youth-produced videos on the 
topics of migration, diversity, social inclusion and 
prevention of xenophobia. 

We must ensure that the commitments and 
recommendations made during the Forum are 
translated into practical deliverables. The true 
measure of our success is not about how many 
pledges or assurances are made. Rather, it is the 
impact we have on preventing conflicts and in 
addressing the needs of those that need us most. 

The 8th Global Forum has been generously 
sponsored by the State of Qatar. I owe the State of 
Qatar a great debt of gratitude for its trust in me and 

for its generous financial contributions to the UNAOC 
Trust Fund. I also wish to thank Germany for its 
ongoing support of the UNAOC youth activities and 
sponsoring a youth lunch in the context of the Forum.

It is with great nostalgia and pride at the same 
time, that I come to the end of my tenure as High 
Representative. It has been the highest honour 
to serve at the helm of the Alliance. I would like to 
express my deepest respect and appreciation to both 
co-sponsors of UNAOC – Spain and Turkey - for their 
steadfast support throughout the years. I thank the 
Secretary-General for his unwavering support. 

Last but not least, I am also very grateful to my Chef 
de Cabinet and all my staff for their tireless efforts 
and the excellent support and guidance they afforded 
me throughout the Forum and during my tenure. I am 
filled with honour and humility with what we have 
accomplished together during the past six years. 

I wish all the best to my successor H.E. Mr. Miguel 
Angel Moratinos and his team. I am confident that 
the Alliance will continue to play a vital role in the 
years ahead in advancing peace, prosperity and 
human dignity. 

Thank you,

H.E. Mr. Nassir Abdulaziz Al-Nasser
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“The United 
Nations Secretary-
General placed 
prevention and 
sustaining peace 
at the center of 
the United Nations peace and 
security agenda. I am confident 
that the overarching theme 
of this Forum will make an 
important contribution to this 
agenda.”

H.E. Mr. Nassir Abdulaziz Al-Nasser, 
United Nations Under-Secretary-General, 
High Representative for UNAOC
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H.E. Mr. Nassir Abdulaziz Al-Nasser, United Nations 
Under-Secretary-General, High Representative 
for the United Nations Alliance of Civilizations 
(UNAOC), opened the Forum by commemorating 
the leadership of late Secretary-General Kofi Annan. 
He recalled Mr. Annan’s unwavering commitment 
at building bridges of mutual understanding and 
dialogue among peoples across diverse cultures and 
religions. The High Representative thanked the co-
sponsors of the Alliance, the Governments of Spain 
and Turkey, for their political and financial support. 
He also expressed appreciation to the State of Qatar 
for its financial and political sponsorship and his 
gratitude to the United Nations Secretary-General. 
The High Representative stated that, in the past 
several years, UNAOC had made significant progress 
in preventing hate speech, supporting intercultural 
and interfaith dialogue, empowering youth, and in 
strengthening peace education. He explained that 
despite notable achievements, the delicate mosaic 
of civilizations remained under threat. Against this 
backdrop, the High Representative looked forward 
to the opportunity to forge new and innovative 
partnerships in pursuit of peace, justice and human 
dignity.

H.E. Mr. Nassir Abdulaziz Al-Nasser
United Nations Under-Secretary-General, 
High Representative for UNAOC

H.E. Mr. António Guterres
Secretary-General of the United Nations

H.E. Ms. María Fernanda Espinosa Garcés
President of the United Nations 
General Assembly’s 73rd Session

H.E. Mr. Mevlüt Çavuşoğlu
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Turkey

H.E. Mr. Fernando Martín Valenzuela Marzo
State Secretary for Foreign Affairs of Spain

H.E. Mr. Sultan bin Saad Al-Muraikhi
Minister of State for Foreign Affairs 
of the State of Qatar

SPEAKERS

OPENING SESSION



for his service in guiding the Alliance over the past 
six years. He underscored that the role of UNAOC 
had never been more relevant to achieving the 2030 
Agenda objective of building more peaceful, just 
and resilient societies. He highlighted that culture, 
faith and a false notion of identity continued to pose 
serious challenges and threats in different regions 
of the world. For that reason, UNAOC played a key 
role in helping people of all faiths, cultures and 
identities live together peacefully, safely and free of 
fear.  

H.E. Mr. António Guterres, Secretary-General of 
the United Nations, drew attention to the deadly 
anti-Semitic attack at the Tree of Life Synagogue 
in Pittsburgh. He recalled how local Muslim 
communities immediately responded to the attack 
by raising thousands of dollars in support of the 
victims. In the spirit of our shared humanity, he 
cited a religious leader who stated, “let us know 
what you need and we will be there”. The Secretary-
General said that the offering echoed the essence 
of the UNAOC mission. He thanked Mr. Al-Nasser 

“The Global Forum provides an opportunity 
to contribute innovative solutions to address 
collective challenges.”

H.E. Ms. María Fernanda Espinosa Garcés, 
President of the United Nations General Assembly’s 73rd Session

“The Alliance is not a 'feel-good 
initiative'. It is fundamental to 
peace, security, and sustainable 
development and to the world 
we need to build.”

H.E. Mr. António Guterres,
Secretary-General of the United Nations
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H.E. Ms. María Fernanda Espinosa Garcés, 
President of the United Nations General Assembly’s 
73rd Session, welcomed the UNAOC efforts at 
promoting inter-religious dialogue and diversity in 
order to achieve a culture of peace. She expressed 
appreciation for the leadership of the Governments 
of Spain and Turkey. The world was confronted 
with multidimensional crises, she said, ranging 
from poverty to inequality, climate change, forced 
migration and intensification of conflicts, hatred 
and terrorism. In this respect, strong collective 
action was required. Since its founding, UNAOC 
had encouraged inclusive dialogue and provided an 
important platform for bringing nations and cultures 
together. Ms. Garcés stated that as President of the 
General Assembly, her office had prioritized many of 
the themes discussed throughout the Forum, notably: 
gender equality and the empowerment of women; 
migrants and refugees; and the role of young people 
in the prevention of conflicts. She emphasized the 
importance of mobilizing collective political will and 
action among governments, civil society, religious 
bodies, media and private sector to promote more 
peaceful societies based on values of cooperation 
and solidarity. Noting that contemporary migration 
presented new challenges and required global 
responses and agreements, she recalled that the 

Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular 
Migration provided the first international framework 
enabling states to cooperate, share good practices 
and experiences and address underlying causes of 
migration. UNAOC could encourage dialogue and a 
deeper understanding of migration. 

H.E. Mr. Mevlüt Çavuşoğlu, Minister of Foreign Affairs 
of Turkey, affirmed that political will was required 
to counter prejudice, social exclusion, polarization 
and hatred. He recalled that over the years the 
UNAOC Group of Friends had expanded its network 
and  broadened the scope of its programming 
activities in the fields of youth, education media and 
migration. UNAOC was more relevant than ever for 
promoting dialogue and mutual understanding. As 
a co-sponsor, Turkey had a special responsibility in 
promoting dialogue, partnerships and prevention 
in order to sustain peace. Recalling that Turkey is 
the world’s largest refugee-hosting country, Mr. 
Çavuşoğlu underscored that lasting peace required 
comprehensive and coordinated approaches among 
different actors. The diversity represented a source 
of enrichment and social progress. He underscored 
that Turkey remained committed to supporting the 
Alliance. 

“The Alliance is reaching 
real people and making a 
difference on the ground...it 
continues to be relevant and 
necessary more than ever.”

H.E. Mr. Mevlüt Çavuşoğlu,  
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Turkey
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H.E. Mr. Fernando Martín Valenzuela Marzo, State 
Secretary for Foreign Affairs of Spain, said that the 
Alliance remained a necessary initiative to manage 
diversity and promote peaceful coexistence. It 
was underscored that multilateralism remained 
the “raison d’etre” of Spain. In a world that will only 
be more diverse, complex and plural, UNAOC was 
a powerful tool based on common ideals, broad 
consensus and mainstreamed within the United 
Nations system. The international community could 
not allow manipulation of diversity to turn into a 
source of hate. Plurality is strength in itself. An open 
society could only be strengthened on the basis 
of social cohesion. It was noted that UNAOC must 
become a catalyst for prevention. Welcoming the 

Secretary-General’s proposals to reform the United 
Nations, Mr. Marzo advised that UNAOC could put an 
end to the dynamics of conflicts before they become 
a reality. Noting that considerable progress had 
been made in ensuring women’s inclusion in peace-
building processes, it was recalled that peace would 
only be fully successful if women were fully involved 
in conflict resolution and peacebuilding activities. Mr. 
Marzo thanked the Secretary-General and President 

“The Alliance travelled a long path 
and it is a basic political tool of the 
United Nations system.”

H.E. Mr. Fernando Martín Valenzuela Marzo,  
State Secretary for Foreign Affairs of Spain

12



of the General Assembly for their support as well as 
the High Representative for his years of work and 
tireless efforts. 

H.E. Mr. Sultan bin Saad Al-Muraikhi, Minister of State 
for Foreign Affairs of the State of Qatar, delivering the 
keynote speech, expressed appreciation to the High 
Representative and his team for organizing the 8th 
Global Forum. He reaffirmed Qatar’s support for the 
objectives of the Forum and welcomed the results of 
UNAOC. He recalled that the Group of Friends had 
an important role to play in light of rising conflicts 
and tensions in many parts of the world. There was a 
need to redouble efforts towards reconciliation and 
mutual understanding while combatting intolerance 
and terrorism. He commended the range of UNAOC 
project activities undertaken in collaboration with 
other United Nations partners, as highlighted by the 
High Representative and outlined in the Assessment 

“The Alliance generated many 
efforts within the United Nations 
system to promote tolerance, 
understanding and cooperation 
between faiths, civilizations and 
society.”

H.E. Mr. Sultan bin Saad Al-Muraikhi, 
Minister of State for Foreign Affairs
 of the State of Qatar

of United Nations Alliance of Civilizations (UNAOC) 
Implementation of Strategic Plan (2013-2018). He 
underscored that the necessary resources must 
be made available to confront evolving threats. Mr. 
Al-Muraikhi expressed his country’s full support 
for UNAOC project initiatives since the Alliance’s 
inception. It was noted that the State of Qatar hosted 
the 4th UNAOC Global Forum. The Government had 
also established institutions to spread a culture 
of peace and to counter violent extremism and 
terrorism, including the Doha Center for Dialogue 
among Civilizations and the Doha International 
Center for Interfaith Dialogue. It was also recalled 
that the State of Qatar led United Nations efforts 
to report on progress made in the many areas 
of the 2030 Agenda in achieving the Sustainable 
Development Goals. 
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“Interreligious and Intercultural Dialogue: 
A Tool for Conflict Prevention and 
Post-Conflict Peacebuilding” 

H.E. Mr. José Luis Rodríguez Zapatero
Former Prime Minister of Spain 
(Keynote Speaker)

H.E. Mr. Danilo Türk
Former President of the Republic of Slovenia  

Ms. Ana Maria Menéndez
United Nations Under-Secretary-General and 
Secretary-General’s Senior Advisor on Policy 

SPEAKERS

H.E. Mr. Kevin Rudd 
Former Prime Minister of Australia  

H.E. Mr. Amr Moussa
Former Secretary General of the 
League of Arab States  

Moderator:  Ms. Nihal Saad
Chief of Cabinet and Spokesperson 
for the UNAOC High Representative

PLENARY SESSION 1:
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“UNAOC is a long-term  
project to make peace, 
coexistence, understanding, 
unity, the leitmotif of the 21st 
century.”

H.E. Mr. José Luis Rodríguez Zapatero, 

former Prime Minister of Spain 17



The theme of plenary session 1 was “Interreligious 
and Intercultural Dialogue: A Tool for Conflict 
Prevention and Post-Conflict Peacebuilding”. One of 
the main focus areas of UNAOC is the promotion of 
interreligious and intercultural dialogue as a tool to 
diffuse tensions and facilitate understanding among 
people and identity groups based on religion, culture 
and ethnicity. The speakers reflected on challenges 
and opportunities for interreligious and intercultural 
dialogue. They exchanged recommendations and 
good practices on how to prevent conflict and 
sustain peace, as well as outlined several steps and 
recommendations for the future of UNAOC.

The keynote speaker, H.E. Mr. José Luis Rodríguez 
Zapatero, former Prime Minister of Spain, recalled 
that sustaining peace is the primary objective of 
UNAOC. Cultural and religious diversity is a source of 
strength and inspiration, he said. No religion or faith 
can justify violence. Recognizing the multiplicity of 
civilizations, history has shown that all civilizations 
have had moments of greatness and decline. He 
underscored that the essential nature of civilization 
rests on the principle of humility. Highlighting that 

effective conflict prevention and peacebuilding must 
involve the entire United Nations system, Mr. Zapatero 
suggested that UNAOC could play an important role 
in supporting United Nations peacebuilding and 
sustaining peace efforts, including those led by the 
Security Council. Turning to the Alliance’s added 
value, he proposed that UNAOC launch a council of 
religions at the United Nations in order to exchange 
views and develop ideas for strengthening social 
cohesion and peaceful coexistence. In closing, he 
reminded that UNAOC is an alliance of institutions 
and societies, urging United Nations Member States 
to strengthen their support for the initiative.  
 
H.E. Mr. Danilo Türk, former President of the 
Republic of Slovenia, stressed that UNAOC should 
not be a ‘feel-good’ organization, but rather a ‘do-
good’ organization. He identified four elements 
of dialogue considered to be critical for making it 
an effective instrument in managing diversity and 
cultural richness. The first was empowerment of 
youth - in order for education to be an instrument 
of dialogue and peaceful coexistence, he stressed, 
education should offer real and meaningful voice to 

“UNAOC has a very important, I 
should say heroic tasks – developing 
dialogue into a meaningful 
instrument of management of 
diversity."

H.E. Mr. Danilo Türk,  
former President of the Republic of Slovenia
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young people. Of particular importance is leveraging 
the power and opportunity offered by information and 
communication technologies. The second criteria 
involved the recognition that managing diversity 
required humility, patience and persistence. Enhanced 
partnerships and engagement with religious leaders 
and faith-based organizations are the third criteria. 
Echoing Mr. Zapatero, he proposed that religious leaders 
should be offered a forum to convene and discuss 
current challenges. Regarding the fourth criteria, he 
stressed that we should not avoid difficult questions. 
The international community must be prepared to 
address some of the most pressing peace and security 
challenges carefully, responsibly and courageously.

H.E. Mr. Kevin Rudd, former Prime Minister of Australia, 
reflected on the role of UNAOC and the importance of 
its work by recalling the very principles of international 
relations that are about interests, values and how we 
deal with questions about identity. He recalled that the 

“…the mandate of UNAOC is so 
important today, more than ever 
before. The mandate means that 
we can look at the deep underlying 
causes of polarization and extremism. 
And it also enables us to come 
together and promote dialogue 
among different societies."

Ms. Ana Maria Menéndez,  
United Nations Under-Secretary-General and 
Secretary-General’s Senior Advisor on Policy

“History teaches us that it is capable 
of positive and progressive change 
when women and men of good will 
so make it. And that is where I see 
the future of this Alliance is lying.”

H.E. Mr. Kevin Rudd
former Prime Minister of Australia
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Universal Declaration of Human Rights represented 
a global code of civic values, which unite cultures 
and civilizations. The Alliance played an important 
role in translating the 30 articles into practice. 
Recognizing that importance of humility and respect 
towards one another, one will realize that there is 
a strong commonality among different cultures, 
civilizations and religious traditions. Through 
UNAOC, Mr. Rudd proposed to develop concepts 
of common identity as a force for good. During 
its Global Fora and its programming, the Alliance 
addresses these ‘soft questions’ of international 
relations, which are, in fact, the hardest questions.  

H.E. Mr. Amr Moussa, former Secretary-General 
of the League of Arab States, emphasized 
the significance of dialogue, coexistence and 
interactions among all civilizations. The present 
was marked by active conflicts among civilizations, 
which negatively impacted stability in the world. 
Inter-civilizational conflicts represented a threat 
to international peace and security. Mr. Moussa 
underscored the importance of engaging with 
individuals at the community level in order to identify 
local sources of tension. UNAOC Forums, which 
bring together main stakeholders, including youth, 
are helpful, however, much more had to be done in 
the coming five years. He called for a plan that will 
take into consideration the increased challenges of 
coexistence and failure in managing plurality. In this 
context, Mr. Moussa proposed that UNAOC develop 
close relations with the United Nations Security 
Council, because threats to international peace and 
security have, in part, cultural dimensions.  

Ms. Ana Maria Menendez, United Nations Under-Sec-
retary-General and Secretary-General’s Senior Advisor 
on Policy, recalled the United Nations Secretary-Gen-
eral’s priority on crisis and conflict prevention, which 
is a shared responsibility of all United Nations system 
actors and must be tackled in a coordinated way. She 
emphasized the importance of UNAOC’s mandate in 
advancing conflict prevention, highlighting the role of 
intercultural and interreligious dialogue as a tool to 
build more cohesive and inclusive societies. Recall-
ing the vision of the Secretary-General, Ms. Menendez 
stressed that without women there can be no preven-

“…The UN Security Council must be called 
upon to look into the clash of civilizations 
or the dialogue among civilizations 
and that the Charter that discusses the 
coercive measure in the face of threats to 
international peace and security should be 
discussed by the Alliance and debated by 
the Council.”

H.E. Mr. Amr Moussa,  

former Secretary General of the League of Arab States
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tion and no UNAOC. Furthermore, the United Na-
tions must reach out to national institutions, young 
people, civil society, women’s organizations, faith-
based organizations and the private sector, taking 
into account local players who are at the very heart 
of the attempts to prevent conflict. Local people 
are closer to the problems; hence, they are more in-
volved in finding solutions to them. 

Following introductory remarks of the speakers, the 
moderator, Ms. Nihal Saad, Chief of Cabinet and 
Spokesperson of the UNAOC High Representative, 
posed a round of follow up questions, inviting the 
distinguished panellists to elaborate further on their 
vision for UNAOC and its future priorities.

Responding to the question of whether there is 
still scepticism toward an idea of UNAOC, given 
UNAOC’s financial challenges, Mr. Zapatero ad-
vised that funding UNAOC is the best investment 
of resources that saves lives. He reiterated his 
appeal to governments to support the initiative.  
Mr. Zapatero stressed that any conflict can be avoid-
ed and be ended through dialogue. Institutions like 
UNAOC are by nature made for dialogue to prevent 
conflict and sustain peace. 

When asked if conflicts can be avoidable and if a 
surge in diplomacy alone would suffice to resolve 
them, Ms. Menendez stated that surge in diplomacy 
is important, yet only one of many elements in crisis 
and conflict prevention. The Agenda 2030 is anoth-
er important instrument of prevention, along with 
other pillars and tools, including the Secretary-Gen-
eral’s Advisory Board on Mediation. 

Mr. Turk reflected on the added value of UNAOC 
working with the United Nations Security Council. 
Since the original design of the United Nations is 
about prevention, the latter may become a theme 
on the agenda of the Security Council, he said. The 

question of respecting other civilizations and pre-
venting discriminatory or violent practices that lead 
to further tensions and armed conflicts could be put 
on the agenda. The theme of prevention could be also 
brought to the United Nations General Assembly, per 
Article 14, Chapter 4 of the United Nations Charter.

Whether value and dialogue prevail over national in-
terests across many more international organizations 
within the United Nations system, Mr. Rudd responded 
by reflecting on the University Declaration of Human 
Rights, decolonization, the Advisory Board on Media-
tion, rights of indigenous people across the globe, and 
how principles of an inter-civilizational dialogue apply 
across the work of the United Nations. He also called 
for young people around the world to promote respect, 
peace, cooperation and reconciliation, leveraging the 
power of social media and Internet as tools to connect 
people.

Mr. Moussa, being asked how he sees UNAOC today, 
after more than ten years passed since the first UN-
AOC Forum in Spain in 2008, reiterated his belief in the 
initiative. Its road is still very long, he said, particularly 
as the “clash of civilizations” continues to exist. He 
suggested that UNAOC should serve as a focal point 
that draws attention to the relevant bodies and com-
mittees of the United Nations to the clashes of cul-
tures and civilizations. 

As to the achievements of UNAOC, Mr. Zapatero ech-
oed Mr. Moussa’s views that UNAOC is a long-term 
project. It aims to bring together civil society, academ-
ia and other institutions to unite at the United Nations 
for a common idea, where different religions and cul-
tural groups convene under a common purpose. It is 
a young institution, which develops and continues to 
develop significant progress, he said. Mr. Zapatero 
expressed hope that UNAOC would be consolidated 
within the United Nations system in the next few years. 
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“Words Matter: The Role and Responsibility 
of the Media in Shaping Public Perceptions 
about Migrants and in Promoting Inclusive 
Societies” 

PLENARY SESSION 2:

The international community is facing an 
unprecedented refugee and migration crises. In 
parallel, hate speech and incitement to violence 
against migrants and refugees are on the rise 
online and in traditional media platforms. 
In this framework, the media play a crucial 
role, not only in shaping public perceptions of 
migrant and refugee populations but also public 
attitudes towards their integration. The plenary 
session entitled “Words Matter: The Role and 
Responsibility of the Media in Shaping Public 
Perceptions about Migrants and in Promoting 
Inclusive Societies” served as a space to 
exchange ideas and good practices to address 
that phenomenon. Discussions focused on 
measures to support the Global Compact for 
Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration, particularly 
objectives 16 and 17 on empowering migrants 
and societies to realize full inclusion and social 
cohesion.

H.E. Mr. Miguel Ángel Moratinos 
Former Minister of Foreign Affairs 
of Spain and the incoming High 
Representative for UNAOC 

Mr. Andrew Gilmour 
United Nations Assistant Secretary-
General for Human Rights, Head of the 
Office of the High Commissioner for 
Human Rights (OHCHR) in New York

Ms. Stefanie Bolzen

UK and Ireland Correspondent, 

Welt and Welt AM Sonntag

Mr. Chaker Khazaal 
Author, Reporter

Ms. Annie Correal

Reporter, The New York Times

Moderator: Mr. Erol Avdovic

Senior United Nations Diplomatic 
Correspondent; Managing Editor, 
Webpublics Press

SPEAKERS
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In his remarks, H.E. Mr. Miguel Ángel Moratinos, 
former Minister of Foreign Affairs of Spain and the 
incoming High Representative for UNAOC, reflected 
on the role of the media in constructing and shaping 
public narratives and the importance of tackling 
misperceptions and prejudice in conflict prevention 
and resolution efforts. He shared his vision for 
UNAOC in the field of media, explaining that media 
would remain a key pillar and area of focus of 
the organization. Mr. Moratinos also recalled that  
UNAOC should have a responsibility to address the 
use of religion in a wrong manner and to deconstruct 
this confusion about religion in today’s world. In 
this context, he called for media professionals and 
other stakeholders to work against fake news, be 
active on social media, be engaging, and share 
those points of view that are respectful. 

Mr. Andrew Gilmour, United Nations Assistant Sec-
retary-General for Human Rights Head of the Of-
fice of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 
(OHCHR) in New York, reminded that today, regret-
tably, migrants are dehumanized, being blamed for 
crimes, terrorism and unemployment, for the threats 
and uncertainties of globalization. This trend be-
came global and its manifestations are being ob-
served across all continents. Rise of hate speech 
is present in both traditional and social media. Mr. 
Gilmour advised that one should not ignore existing 
frameworks to tackle hate speech, such as the Ra-
bat Plan of Action on the prohibition of advocacy of 
national, racial or religious hatred that constitutes 
incitement to discrimination, hostility or violence. 
He mentioned the Plan’s six-part threshold test to 
distinguish between free speech, hate speech and 

“Diplomats and politicians should engage with the 
media and we both have a common responsibility. 
States, governments have responsibility, as well as 
media, civil society, private sector. They all have to 
participate with responsibility.”

H.E. Mr. Miguel Ángel Moratinos,  
former Minister of Foreign Affairs of Spain  
and the incoming High Representative for UNAOC
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incitement to hatred. The Global Compact for Safe, 
Orderly and Regular Migration is the first intergov-
ernmental agreement to address migration in all 
its complexity, including prevention and countering 
expressions of xenophobia, violence, racial discrim-
ination and promotion of a much better dialogue on 
these topics. He invited the media and the public at 
large to be very careful when legitimizing criticism, 
and use evidence and clear information about mi-
grants. 

Ms. Stefanie Bolzen of the German Welt and Welt 
AM Sonntag, spoke about her work covering “Brexit” 
in the United Kingdom, and the role that the media 
(‘dog-whistling’, using biased rhetoric towards mi-
grants and Muslim community) has played in impact-
ing people’s perceptions and their votes in the ref-
erendum. Using the example of Germany, she spoke 
about the phenomenon of “erosion” of people’s trust 
towards established media and the importance for 
journalists to be prepared to be able to quickly and 
efficiently counter fake news with concrete facts. 
Ms. Bolzen acknowledged several challenges which 
journalists often face, including those related to 
technology and social media. She called for doing 
more research, deeper investigation, making a real 
engagement with the sources of information, know-
ing all the facts while reporting. 

Author Chaker Khazaal spoke about his background 
of being a refugee and his efforts to humanize the 
experiences of refugees in his fiction, including in 
his latest novel Tale of Tala (2017). The latter is a 
narrative about the plight of refugees presented as 

a romantic thriller. He underscored how powerful im-
ages in the media can be and called for the media to 
humanize refugee crises. In his view, certain media 
platforms facilitated fear towards refugees instead 
of humanizing them, although displacement is in our 
DNA. Mr. Khazaal called for the media - people who 
do words - to spread the word about things that are 
related to the refugee crisis and to remind the world 
of how much left we need to do in order to save mil-
lions of lives. Media can make an impact - decide 
what story to share and what story not to share, he 
said. 

Ms. Annie Correal of The New York Times remind-
ed the audience that one of the first responsibilities 
journalists have is education. For instance, while 
reporting about the recent migration issues in the 
USA, one needs to research the law and understand 
the rights of migrants; distinguish what it means 
for a migrant to illegally cross the border and what 
it means to arrive at a port of entry and petition for 
asylum. She noted that it might be not a glamorous 
part of being a journalist, but definitely an important 
part of a journalist’s responsibility. Secondly, investi-
gation and verification of information are required to 
be done by a journalist. Ms. Correal underlined the 
importance of utilizing social media to engage target 
audiences and to provide additional reporting on the 
situation of migrants and refugees. 

“I always participate with UNAOC, because 
it is about bridging civilizations, bridging 
people in order not to be scared of the other."

Mr. Chaker Khazaal,  
Author, Reporter

“We need a big audience and paywalls 
for people who want more content.”

Ms. Stefanie Bolzen,  
UK and Ireland Correspondent, 
Welt and Welt AM Sonntag

24



The moderator, Mr. Erol Avdovic, Senior United Na-
tions Diplomatic Correspondent, Managing Editor, 
Webpublics Press, posed a series of questions to 
the panellists to draw linkages between traditional 
media, social media and institutions, and how insti-
tutions representatives interact with media.

Reflecting on the role of media, Mr. Moratinos under-
scored the tremendous power of social media. On 
the one hand, everybody can participate in social 
media and share the moments. On the other hand, 
social media can be manipulated and, in that case, 

“It is clear that media are failing to promote 
the concept of global shared humanity. Words  
matter. Dehumanizing racist rhetoric does 
frequently do hatred violence and conflict. I 
believe that the Alliance of Civilizations has a 
very important role to play in this topic.”

Mr. Andrew Gilmour,  
United Nations Assistant Secretary-General  
for Human Rights and Head of the OHCHR in New York

how can one see reality and truth? According to Mr. 
Moratinos, that is the main concern and a challenge, 
and he called everyone to adapt to work in the new 
technology environment.

Mr. Gilmour underlined the importance to resist me-
dia that dehumanize people in their stories and ex-
pressed his admiration to those journalists, who help 
to humanize stories covering migration and refugee 
issues. 

"One of our responsibilities 
(as members of the media) is 
deconstructing confusion.”

Ms. Annie Correal,  
Reporter, The New York Times
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“I reaffirm my full support for the work of the 
United Nations Alliance of Civilizations and 
encourage you to continue to strengthen this 
very important initiative of our Organization.”

H.E. Mr. Antonio Guterres,  

Secretary-General of the United Nations

Group of Friends 
High-Level Meeting

The UNAOC Group of Friends high-level meeting took 
place on 20 November 2018 and was chaired by the 
UNAOC High Representative. Over 300 delegates 
attended, including ministers of foreign affairs, 
senior political appointees, heads of international 
and regional organizations or their representatives.  

In his opening remarks, H.E. Mr. Nassir Abdulaziz 
Al-Nasser, United Nations Under-Secretary-General, 
High Representative for UNAOC, reminded that 
he submitted his Assessment of United Nations 
Alliance of Civilizations (UNAOC) Implementation 
of Strategic Plan (2013-2018) and invited members 
of the Group of Friends to provide feedback and 
any recommendations on the future work of 

UNAOC. In reference to the theme of the Forum, 
he recalled that many contemporary peace and 
security challenges resembled those faced by the 
founders of the United Nations. It was noted that 
the pioneers of the Alliance were as determined as 
the United Nations’ founders in reimagining a world, 
where nations would cooperate rather than clash, 
and where mutual respect and understanding would 
replace fear and suspicion. He urged all members of 
the Alliance’s Group of Friends to remain steadfast 
in pursuit of that commitment. 

H.E. Mr. António Guterres, United Nations 
Secretary-General, thanked all members of the 
Group of Friends for their support to UNAOC. None 
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of the Alliance’s progress would  
have been possible without the political  
leadership and financial contributions of the 
members of the Group. The Secretary-General 
commended the leadership and commitment of 
the co-sponsors, the Governments of Spain and 
Turkey and the leadership of Mr. Nassir Abdulaziz 
Al-Nasser. He underscored that UNAOC remained a 
unique and inclusive platform for Member States, 
the private sector, youth, civil society and the media 
to exchange views and commit to dialogue and 
new partnerships. He recalled that the initiative was 
aligned with his priorities and vision outlined in his 
prevention agenda. Mr. Guterres reaffirmed his full 
support for the work of UNAOC and encouraged 
members of the Group of Friends to continue to 
strengthen the initiative by, inter alia, replenishing 
the Alliance’s voluntary trust fund.

Using the opportunity of the Forum, the Secretary-
General advised on his decision to appoint H.E. 
Mr. Miguel Angel Moratinos of Spain as High 
Representative for the United Nations Alliance of 
Civilizations beyond 2018. 

H.E. Mr. Mevlüt Çavuşoğlu, Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs of Turkey, commended Mr. Al-Nasser’s leader-
ship. He welcomed the Assessment document and 

thanked the UNAOC staff for their work, as well as 
expressed appreciation of the Secretary-General 
in his leadership of UNAOC. The Minister recalled 
that UNAOC was initiated at a time when discus-
sions concerning a so-called clash of civilizations 
were acute. The Alliance was intended to act as a 
viable bulwark against this paradigm, he stated. 
That the Group of Friends comprised 146 members 
was evidence of the broad support of its mission 
and credibility. As for Turkey’s ongoing support for 
the initiative, he informed that the government was 
committed to playing a leading role in addressing 
racism and discrimination, preventing violence and 
conflict by building inclusive societies. 

H.E. Mr. Fernando Martin Valenzuela Marzo, State 
Secretary for Foreign Affairs of Spain, expressed 
satisfaction on behalf of his country regarding the 
appointment of Mr. Moratinos as the next High 
Representative of UNAOC and thanked Mr. Al-
Nasser. As the Alliance is entering its new phase, he 

“We need to face identity-based 
tensions squarely and honestly. 
This constitutes UNAOC’s core 
mission.”

H.E. Mr. Nassir Abdulaziz Al-Nasser, 

United Nations Under-Secretary-General,  
High Representative for UNAOC

“The Forums of the Alliance are very 
clear in that they are the main Forum to 
confront intolerance and the message of 
hatred.”

H.E. Mr. Sultan bin Saad Al-Muraikhi, 

Minister of State for Foreign Affairs  
of the State of Qatar 27



said, it would be important to strengthen the links 
between culture and peace; and redouble efforts 
at peacebuilding and sustaining peace. Mr. Marzo 
emphasized the importance of supporting national 
and regional strategies to ensure the coherence of 
initiatives and to multiply their impact on the ground. 
Further, he identified five thematic areas that 
required further attention: youth, greater integration 
of gender perspectives, education, intercultural 
dialogue, and sustainable development. He called 
on the Group of Friends to continue to support 
UNAOC initiatives in pursuit of peace and security. 

H.E. Mr. Miguel Angel Moratinos, former Minister 
of Foreign Affairs of Spain and the incoming High 
Representative for UNAOC, thanked the Secretary-
General for placing trust and confidence in him. 
He also thanked the UNAOC co-sponsors and 
commended Mr. Al-Nasser for having integrated 
the Alliance within the United Nations system 
architecture. He also expressed appreciation to all 
members of the Group of Friends and underscored 
his full devotion and determination in making 
UNAOC more credible and effective, once he 
assumes the post in 2019. Mr. Moratinos shared his 
preliminary thoughts on how to move the Alliance 

“We need 
to be 
vigilant on 
reversing the current trends where populist 
and racist politicians exploit the vulnerabilities 
in our societies. We need to pay attention to 
the challenges faced by migrant communities, 
minorities, and particularly, women and youth.”

H.E. Mr. Mevlüt Çavuşoğlu,  

Minister of Foreign Affairs of Turkey

forward. He underscored that the Alliance represents 
“Convivencia”, commitment and engagement among 
its partners, not only dialogue. Under his leadership, 
the Alliance will enhance its engagement and 
presence in Africa. It will be also important to root the 
principals and objectives of the Alliance in concrete 
realities of society by working at the municipal level. 

The members of the Group of Friends reaffirmed their 
commitment to advancing the goals and principles 
of UNAOC. They acknowledged the leadership and 
contributions of the co-sponsors of the Alliance and 
paid tribute to Mr. Al-Nasser for his commitment and 
stewardship over the past years. They also expressed 
their support for Mr. Moratinos.

The delegates expressed their gratitude for 
the Assessment of United Nations Alliance of 
Civilizations (UNAOC) Implementation of Strategic 
Plan (2013-2018). It was recalled that since 2013, the 
Group had expanded, providing it with an increasingly 
global reach. This enlarged political constituency 
together with a broad network of partners from 
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civil society and the private sector played a key 
role in implementing the UNAOC mandate. The 
delegates welcomed the achievements of the High 
Representative and his office. 

Participants further highlighted the relevance of the 
main theme of the 8th Global Forum, specifying the 
importance of supporting the goals of the Alliance 
and working together for the common objective of 
strengthening multilateralism through international 
cooperation. They reiterated the willingness of their 
respective countries to form inclusive societies and 
underlined the steps they were taking to promote 
diversity and inclusive dialogue within their national 
and regional contexts. 

Representatives from different organizations 
identified the Forum and the Alliance as an ideal 
platform to address global challenges and to 
view cultural diversity as a wealth to be cherished 
instead of a source of tension. In this respect, they 
stressed the importance of respect and mutual 
understanding for cultural and religious diversity 
and encouraged respect, dialogue and cooperation 
among different cultures, civilizations and peoples. 
Participants also emphasized the importance of 

combating intolerance and discrimination based on 
ethnicity, race, religion or belief. They reaffirmed that 
all cultures, civilizations and religions contribute to 
the enrichment of humankind.

“The Alliance has to be more 
results-oriented and structured. 

I need action, responsibility. 
Responsibility is for all of us. No 

more words, but deeds."

H.E. Mr. Miguel Angel Moratinos,  
former Minister of Foreign Affairs of Spain 
and the incoming High Representative for 

the United Nations Alliance of Civilizations

“It is up to all of us to contribute our 
efforts to continue expanding initiatives 
leading to peace and security. It is a 
moral duty to ourselves, and of course, 
towards future generations.”

H.E. Mr. Fernando Martín Valenzuela Marzo,  
State Secretary for Foreign Affairs of Spain
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On 20 November, the Permanent Mission of the State of Qatar hosted a high-level official luncheon for 
official delegations and VIP guests of the 8th UNAOC Global Forum. H.E. Mr. Sultan bin Saad Al-Muraikhi, 
Minister of State for Foreign Affairs of Qatar, delivered welcoming remarks, in which he reiterated the 
commitment of the State of Qatar to promote international peace and security, confront terrorism and 
intolerance, bring culture, civilizations and religions closer.

“Based on our policy as an 
 effective partner in the international 
community, Qatar will continue to support 
the Alliance, its projects, and priorities. 
We will continue to coordinate with the 
Group of Friends to achieve tolerance, 
cooperation, and friendships between 
civilization and peoples.”

H.E. Mr. Sultan bin Saad Al-Muraikhi, 
Minister of State for Foreign Affairs
of the State of Qatar
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YOUTH EVENT
#UNAOCyouth

On the eve of the 8th UNAOC Global Forum, more 
than 100 youth gathered to prepare for the Youth 
Event: #UNAOCyouth. They had been tasked to 
prepare recommendations for how young people 
could support the operationalization of Youth 
2030: the UN Youth Strategy. Several months prior 
to the Forum, they had worked together online, 
discussing youth-related issues around the topics 
of peacebuilding using intercultural and interfaith 
dialogue, media and the use of new technologies, 
and the prevention of violent extremism. These 
discussions were taken further and coalesced into 
recommendations during the preparatory session.

Guidance was provided by facilitators from within the 
United Nations system, including the United Nations 

Office of Counter-Terrorism, UN Women Regional 
Office for the Arab States, and the Integrated 
Office of the Deputy Special Representative of the 
Secretary-General, Resident and Humanitarian 
Coordinator and UNDP Resident Representative for 
Somalia. The facilitators were able to also share the 
work of their United Nations entities with the youth 
and give further insight into each topic.

The Youth Event: #UNAOCyouth brought together 
over 100 youth leaders between the ages of 18 and 
35 years, who have partnered with UNAOC through 
organizational programmes and initiatives over 
the past ten years. Representing over 60 different 
countries, participants to the event included alumni of 
the UNAOC Fellowship Programme, the Intercultural 

“The UN Youth Strategy, recently 
launched by the Envoy on Youth, calls 

for a UN that delivers with and for 
young people. I urge everyone gathered 

here today to keep this momentum 
going. Let us not just talk about 

youth. Let us work with youth in true 
solidarity.”

H.E. Mr. Nassir Abdulaziz Al-Nasser,  
United Nations Under-Secretary-General,  

High Representative for UNAOC
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Innovation Award, PLURAL+, PEACEapp, Summer 
Schools, Young Peacebuilders and the Youth 
Solidarity Fund. 

The points of discussion at the Youth Event focused 
on the achievements of young people on the ground 
in the areas of intercultural and interreligious 
dialogue;  use of media and new technologies; 
and  prevention of violent extremism.  Participants 
shared good practices from the partnership 
between youth and UNAOC, and how these can 
be mainstreamed.  They also provided input to the 
operationalization of the recently launched Youth 
2030: the UN Youth Strategy.  

The Youth Event commenced with remarks 
delivered by H.E. Mr. Nassir Abdulaziz Al-Nasser, 
United Nations Under-Secretary-General, High 
Representative for UNAOC. He thanked the 
alumni for being partners in advancing the goals 
of UNAOC around the world through promoting 
dialogue and understanding between people of 
different cultures and backgrounds. The Youth 
Event provided a platform for amplifying the voices 
of youth, and he said he looked forward to the 
young people sharing their successes, lessons 
learned and recommendations for the future.

“I want to 
thank UNAOC 
for helping me 
understand the 
role I have in my 
local community 
in Brazil, and the role I can have here in the 
global community at the United Nations.” 

Mr. Ernesto Ferreira,  
UNAOC alumnus, Founder, Lusco-Fusco, Brazil 
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“There is a need to reset and reorient the United 
Nations, to make the entire system of the United 
Nations work not just for young people but also 
with young people. I emphasize this because that 
is exactly what the High Representative also spoke 
to - we need to work in partnership with young 
people.”

Ms. Jayathma Wickramanayake,  

United Nations Secretary-General’s Envoy on Youth
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“UNAOC equipped me with innovative tools 
for fostering interreligious and intercultural 

dialogue as a young leader.” 

Ms. Olaoluwa Halimat Abagun, UNAOC alumna, 
Founder and Executive Director, Girl Pride Circle 

Initiative, Nigeria

Ms. Jayathma Wickramanayake, United Nations 
Secretary-General’s Envoy on Youth, delivered 
the keynote address with a focus on Youth 2030: 
the UN Youth Strategy. She spoke about how the 
Strategy was developed out of a need to make the 
United Nations system work with young people, and 
not just for young people. The current challenge for 
the Strategy is how it will be operationalized and 
implemented, and she shared her views and advice 
with the young attendees on how best they could 
support this. 

Underscoring the importance of not just communi-
cating with young people, but truly engaging with 
them as partners, youth speakers were also able 
to share their recommendations with the United 
Nations Secretary-General’s Envoy on Youth. The 
speakers stated that they needed the United Na-
tions to drive institutional changes, as well as pro-
viding young people with guidance and expertise, 
but they also recognized that youth had the energy 
and creativity to be changemakers themselves.

“I want to thank UNAOC for 
the platform it has provided, 
that so many amazing people 
can network and exchange 
ideas.” 

Ms. Monica Ibrahim,  
UNAOC alumna,  
Doctoral Researcher,  
University of Westminster,  
Egypt
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Mr. Ahmad Alhendawi, Secretary General of the 
World Organization of the Scout Movement, mod-
erated discussions between youth speakers on the 
importance of youth empowerment in local commu-
nities, highlighting good practices stemming from 
UNAOC partnership with youth leaders. In the first 
panel on peacebuilding using intercultural and inter-
religious dialogue, the youth discussed their work 
with religious leaders, the importance of intercultur-
al exchange and working with migrant children. They 
thanked UNAOC for providing seed-funding, capac-
ity-building and a platform, which allowed youth 
and youth-led organizations to share their stories 
and gain greater visibility. In a second panel on the 
prevention of violent extremism, youth speakers em-

“UNAOC has helped me see that my work can have a global 
reach and impact more people than I envisioned. It is a gate-
opener for growth and outreach development.” 

Mr. Mondher Tounsi,  
UNAOC alumnus, Public Relations Officer, Young Leaders 
Entrepreneurs, Tunisia

“Through the 
implementation of our 
YSF project, we had the 
opportunity to face our 
own stereotypes about 
youth in Kyrgyzstan, and 
the participants gave me 
hope for a bright future.” 

Ms. Nazik Mamasadykova,  
UNAOC alumna, Programme Manager,  
Institute for Youth Development, Kyrgyzstan

“UNAOC’s Young Peacebuilders programme 
has shown me the importance of 

developing a critical spirit to face the 
dominant structures, 

and to be allies of the 
minorities in their 

struggle.” 

Mr. Borja Gil Prieto,  
UNAOC alumnus, General 

Secretary, Socialist Youth of 
Spain, Spain

phasized the importance of engaging young people 
in prevention efforts, underscoring the importance 
of developing local solutions to drivers of radicaliza-
tion within communities. The importance of events 
such as the UNAOC Global Forum was addressed as 
a platform for creating a culture of peace. 

A video production created by attendees was also 
presented during the Youth Event, showcasing the 
achievements of young UNAOC alumni working in 
the area of media and new technologies. Represent-
atives of UNAOC partners, including Finland, BMW 
Group and AEXCID, delivered interventions from the 
floor, speaking about their collaboration with UNAOC 
and the importance of working with youth.
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On 19 November, Germany hosted a lunch for the young 
alumni, who took part in the 8th UNAOC Global Forum. 
Other partners and supporters of UNAOC programmes 
and initiatives were also invited to attend. H.E. Mr. Nassir 
Abdulaziz Al-Nasser, United Nations Under-Secretary-
General, UNAOC High Representative, and H.E. Mr. Martin 
Huth, Ambassador and Director of Media and Cultural 
Relations with the Middle East and North Africa Region for 
the German Federal Foreign Office, delivered welcoming 
remarks, in which they both noted the success of the 
collaboration between UNAOC and Germany. They also 
commended the UNAOC programmes alumni for their 
impact as intercultural leaders in their communities and 
recognized youth as essential partners in building a more 
socially inclusive world.

The informal setting of the youth 
lunch allowed young people to have 
conversations with UNAOC leadership 
and partners. They discussed their 
work with high-level officials, as well 
as learned more about why UNAOC 
partners supported youth-focused 
initiatives. Alumni also had the 
opportunity to meet the incoming 
UNAOC High Representative, H.E. Mr. 
Miguel Ángel Moratinos.

During the lunch, Mr. Vladimir Voronkov, Under-
Secretary-General of the United Nations Counter-
Terrorism Office, discussed with UNAOC alumni 
the role of youth in countering violent extremism.
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BREAKOUT SESSIONS
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“Digital Diplomacy: Online Citizen 
Engagement and Social Media Platforms as 
Mechanisms for Prevention and Countering 
Online Hate Speech”

BREAKOUT SESSION 1:

The session on “Digital Diplomacy: Online Citizen 
Engagement and Social Media Platforms as 
Mechanisms for Prevention and Countering Online 
Hate Speech” provided an opportunity to discuss 
how social media can be harnessed to help mitigate 
identity-based drivers of conflict while contributing 
to the United Nations’ sustaining peace agenda. It 
also helped mobilize and foster the efforts of the 
United Nations, the technology industry, as well as 
civil society and the private sector to strengthen their 
partnership in this area.

The panel opened with a discussion focusing on how 
online hate speech rarely remains virtual, and how, 
even when not reaching the threshold of incitement 
to violence, it can still be detrimental because it 
has the power to reinforce negative bias, beliefs 
and perceptions in society. It was underscored that 
elevating the voices of the United Nations entities – 
such as UNAOC –, as well as that of NGOs, journalists 
and other credible voices, is crucial in the fight against 
hate speech. Panellists agreed that those voices 

Ms. Naila Hamdy, Ph.D. 

Associate Dean for Graduate Studies and 
Research, School of Global Affairs and Public 
Policy, The American University in Cairo

Ms. Nancy Groves

Head of Social Media, Department of Global 
Communications, United Nations

Ms. Errin Whack

National Writer, Race and Ethnicity, Associated 
Press

Mr. Ian Plunkett

Head of Public Policy Communications, Twitter

Ms. Maha Jaafar

YouTube Creator for Change Ambassador

Moderator: Mr. Ezzat Ibrahim 
Editor-in-Chief, Al-Ahram Weekly

SPEAKERS
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needed to be better trained in ways to be present 
and visible on social media platforms to be 
empowered and act as counter-narrative forces. 

The panellists addressed the issue of anonymity 
on certain social media platforms and how it 
can be conducive to hate speech. However, they 
acknowledged that anonymity also allows people 
to speak their minds without repercussions, 
especially in countries with limited freedoms. 

Speakers agreed that social media platforms 
together with many other actors, such as civil 
society organizations, government officials, the 
public etc., need to work together to build a digital 
public sphere that allows everyone to have a voice 
while encouraging civic and respectful public 
conversation.

The panel then discussed the crucial role of 
journalists in calling out hate speech, as well as 

the challenges of finding a balance between reporting 
on hate speech while avoiding fueling more hatred. 
They spoke about the challenges of working as a 
journalist in the age of the Internet and how receiving 
attacks online has become commonplace for most 
journalists. Then, they mentioned several useful tools 
to combat hate speech, including the “Glossary of 
Hate Speech in Egyptian Media”, which was created 
by the Ethical Journalism Network, the American 
University in Cairo, and the Egypt Media Development 
Programme to help journalists identify hate speech 
and address the issue ethically.

In conclusion, speakers pointed out that, while the 
United Nations Sustainable Development Goals may 
not address the issue of hate speech explicitly, they 
tackle the underlying causes of hate speech and 
advocate for the conditions needed to avoid incidents 
of hate speech.

“Journalists can counter hate speech because they 
are empowered with the information that they 
have and they can ‘hit’ hate speech with the proper 
information.” 

Ms. Naila Hamdy, Ph.D.,  
Associate Dean for Graduate Studies and Research, 
School of Global Affairs and Public Policy, The American 
University in Cairo

“We need to advocate for the sharing of accurate 
information, especially about those who are affected 
by conflict, and migrants and refugees who are the 
target of misinformation and hatred.” 

Ms. Nancy Groves,  
Head of Social Media, Department of Global 
Communications, United Nations
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“Education is absolutely key in this space. The curriculum 
of a pre-secondary school, secondary school and university 
should be reflective of real world, innovation and change.” 

Mr. Ian Plunkett,  
Head of Public Policy Communications, Twitter

RECOMMENDATIONS:

• Identify credible influencers and voices and 
provide them with opportunities to receive 
training on ways to be visible on social media 
platforms and to create powerful counter-
narratives.

• Social media platforms together with civil 
society organizations, government officials 
and the public need to work together to build 
a digital public sphere that allows everyone 
to have a voice while encouraging civic and 
respectful public conversation.

• Journalists have the responsibility to call out 
hate speech as a way to combat it. 

• While there is a need to combat hate speech, 
Member States should also focus on the 
underlying causes of hate speech and 
work to develop the conditions needed to 
avoid incidents of hate speech, using the 
Sustainable Development Goals as reference. 
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“Strengthening the Leadership, Inclusion 
and Visibility of Women in Sustaining Peace 
Processes” 

Ms. Sadhvi Bhagawati Saraswatiji 
President, Divine Shakti Foundation; Secretary-
General of Global Interfaith WASH Alliance; 
Director of International Yoga Festival

Mr. Rajiv Uttamchandani
President of H.E.R. Academy

Ms. Thandeka Tutu-Gxashe
Chief Executive Officer, Tutudesk Campaign

Ms. Jeni Klugman, Ph.D.
Managing Director, Georgetown Institute for 
Women Peace and Security

Ms. Rehmah Kasule
President and Founder of Century 
Entrepreneurship Development Agency (CEDA) 
International

Moderator: Ms. Louise Kantrow
Permanent Observer of International Chamber 
of Commerce to the United Nations

SPEAKERS

BREAKOUT SESSION 2:

The session provided an opportunity to 
exchange views and good practices to support 
meaningful participation and representation of 
women in peacebuilding initiatives, including in 
the context of prevention, resolution and post-
conflict reconciliation. In their interventions, 
panellists raised three main topics: (1) the 
evolution and impact of the Women, Peace and 
Security agenda; (2) the promotion of gender 
equality; (3) the importance of early childhood 
education.

Panellists opened the session by identifying 
notable - although uneven - progress in the 
implementation of United Nations Security 
Council resolution 1325 (2000) and subsequent 
resolutions. With its four pillars of prevention, 
participation, protection, and peacebuilding 
and recovery, resolution 1325 developed into 
a normative framework for promoting and 
protecting women’s rights in conflict and post-
conflict settings. There was also increased 
attention to ensure women’s participation in 
peacemaking and conflict prevention, notably 
with the adoption of Security Council resolutions 
1889 (2009) and 2122 (2013). While National 
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Action Plans and other regional initiatives played 
an important role in advancing the Women, Peace 
and Security agenda in recent years, there remains 
a collective need to continue to work towards 
achieving gender equality objectives, including 
by enhancing women’s participation in peace 
processes.

It was underscored that meaningful involvement of 
women in peace negotiation processes positively 
correlated with a greater likelihood of agreements 
being implemented. The empirical evidence also 
suggested that peace agreements signed by 
women had a higher implementation rate than 
those not signed by women. The panel highlighted 
that including women in peace processes is less 
about the number of women around the table, and 
more about the quality of their participation. In 
addition, it was noted that there were many ways in 
which women could actively participate in informal 
negotiations, since about two-thirds of peace 
processes have an unofficial track. 

The panellists also addressed the need to 
mainstream women’s involvement at all levels 
of peacebuilding, mediation, governance and 
policymaking. Too often women were excluded 
because of discrimination, deep-rooted patriarchal 

“When we speak about peace we have to 
realize that it is not simply the ending of 
violence. It is a much greater and larger 
platform that includes actively providing 
people with a sustainable life.” 

Ms. Sadhvi Bhagawati Saraswatiji,  
President, Divine Shakti Foundation

“If we give children education, they are 
more than capable of doing things better 
than any of us over here…give them those 
tools so that they can be empowered.” 

Mr. Rajiv Uttamchandani,  
President of H.E.R. Academy
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views and gendered stereotypes. For this 
reason, speakers insisted on the need to link 
gender mainstreaming in peacebuilding to the 
implementation of the Sustainable Development 
Goals, particularly Goal 5, which identifies gender 
equality and the empowerment of all women as 
critical goals. It was recalled that the Sustaining 
Peace Agenda, the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development, and the Women Peace and Security 
Agenda were complementary and mutually 
reinforcing. 

Speakers agreed that gender equality begins with 
education, and both boys and girls should be 
familiarized with this concept at a very young age. 
Investing in early education is absolutely crucial 
in order to prevent conflict, misunderstanding 
and prejudice. Education is also a way to break 
intergenerational poverty. Whether it is formal or 
informal education, it is crucial to provide next 
generations with skills that they can carry on into 
their future within their communities.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

• Bridge formal and informal tracks in peace 
processes in order to enable informal negoti-
ations – where there is a much larger female 
engagement – to have an influence.

• Create more training programmes on peace-
building for women in order to have more fe-
male peace ambassadors across the world.

• Create mentorship programmes to help 
women acquire the confidence they need to 
take on leadership positions. 

• Work with educators on way to entrench 
the concepts of gender equality and gender 
mainstreaming every day so that it becomes 
a way of life for young children. 

• Place pressure on parties, corporate sector 
and government representatives to provide 
employment opportunities and truly sustain-
able pathways for women to participate in 
the global peace-making process.

“To lead, women must be included 
in all aspects of society and starting 
at an early age. If not, inequality 
becomes entrenched and it can be 
too late.” 

Ms. Thandeka Tutu-Gxashe,  
Chief Executive Officer, Tutu Desk 
Campaign
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“Partnerships that Work: Leveraging 
the Private Sector and Civil Society in 
Peacebuilding Efforts”

BREAKOUT SESSION 3:

Mr. Bill McAndrews
Vice President of Communications Strategy, 
Corporate and Market Communications, BMW 
Group

Mr. Jean Pierre Diserens
Co-Founder and Secretary-General, Convention  
of Independent Financial Advisors (CIFA)

Mr. Roland Mayr
Managing Director, Accentur

Mrs. Hanifa Mezoui, Ph.D.
Senior Advisor (Humanitarian Affairs and Civil 
Society), United Nations Alliance of Civilizations

Mr. Ahmed Akca
Chairman of the Board of Directors, Turkcell

Mr. Tony Mahabir
President, Convention of Independent Financial 
Advisors (CIFA)

Moderator: Mr. Maher Nasser
Director of Outreach Division, Department of 
Global Communications, United Nations

SPEAKERSSuccessful implementation of the 2030 Agenda 
requires partnerships between governments, the 
private sector and civil society, which are built on 
a shared set of values and goals. In this context, 
the breakout session on “Partnerships that Work: 
Leveraging the Private Sector and Civil Society 
in Peacebuilding Efforts” explored a coalition be-
tween the private and the public sector in order 
to mobilize resources and to build effective mul-
ti-stakeholder partnerships to support the Sustain-
able Development Goals’ agenda. 

UNAOC invited representatives of private compa-
nies to discuss their companies’ corporate social 
responsibilities and exchange ideas on how to coa-
lesce both private and public peacebuilding efforts 
towards achieving the Sustainable Development 
Goals. The session also included non-governmen-
tal organizations, faith-based organizations, reli-
gious leaders and other civil society representa-
tives. 

During the session, business leaders discussed 
the functioning of their respective companies 
when it comes to promoting civil society. Existing 
partnerships between the public and private sector 
were highlighted, including the flagship partnership 
between UNAOC and BMW Group during the 
implementation of the Intercultural Innovation 
Award. 
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Speakers discussed the importance of advocating for 
financial literacy as a concrete tool to empower people 
and to eradicate poverty. In addition, they emphasized 
the role of the private sector in promoting peace. It 
was suggested that combining modern technology 
and management practices with the mission of 
the public sector could produce tangible results in 
building peace and sustainable development.

Panellists noted that the need for creating 
partnerships is linked to the needs of resource 
mobilization. Partnerships are vital: bridging 
businesses and social interests together. It was noted 
that so far partnerships between non-governmental 
organizations and the private sector have been 

precarious. More recently, those partnerships have 
proven to be evolving rapidly and the private sector 
can become an effective role model for broader 
societal concerns. 

During the session, civil society representatives 
challenged the private sector’s motivations, argu-
ing that the source of “being good” stemmed from 
keeping a “good business” rather than true inten-
tions of promoting social change. This led to the 
following question posed to the panellists: what 
lessons will help the private sector in supporting 
international organizations to become more effi-
cient?

“Our IIA award with UNAOC has been putting forward 
empowering people…I think that is the key for this project 
has been so successful. The goal of this award is helping 
people help themselves and giving them a purpose.” 

Mr. Bill McAndrews, Vice President of Communications Strategy, 
Corporate and Market Communications, BMW Group
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RECOMMENDATIONS:

• Provide incentives for the development 
of partnerships between civil society and 
business sector entities, as while working 
together, they can develop common goals 
and produce innovations to address complex 
issues related to peace, security and 
sustainable development.

• Funding needs to be provided to encourage 
experimentation and innovation.

• Ensure that partnerships support and do 
not undermine formal intergovernmental 
processes within the United Nations system.

Speakers reminded that civil society is a key actor 
for the United Nations, and there is a need for a 
strong partnership with civil society to achieve 
the Sustainable Development Goals. Civil 
society representatives have been consulted by 
the United Nations prior to adopting the Goals in 
2015 through surveys and in-person meetings. 

As far as a partnership with the private sector 
is concerned, NGOs have a key role to play in 
raising awareness and making the private sector 
accountable. 

Furthermore, it was noted that public-private 
partnerships had the potential to produce 
innovative solutions to complex problems related 
to peace, security and sustainable development. 
The private sector can play a role in conflict 
prevention through developing relationships 
with communities where they operate, creating 
conflict prevention mechanisms, and by 
investing in physical and human capital. 

“I am also deeply convinced that intercultural dialogue 
can help communities grow together, but it can do even 
more… foster an atmosphere and environment where 
people thrive and where people can turn their dreams 
into reality.” 

Mr. Roland Mayr,  
Managing Director, Accentur

“Dialogue and cooperation with civil society will be a 
central aspect of the activities of the United Nations in 
the next few years, not only because of my own activities, 
but because of the concerns that all the UN bodies have, 
making sure that partnership becomes a key element in 
solving global problems.” 

Mrs. Hanifa Mezoui, Ph.D., Senior Advisor  
(Humanitarian Affairs and Civil Society), UNAOC
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“Many Cultures, One Humanity: The Role and 
Responsibility of Religious Leaders and Faith-
Based Organizations in Building Peaceful and 
Inclusive Societies”

BREAKOUT SESSION 4:

John Cardinal Onaiyekan
Archbishop of Abuja, Nigeria

Rabbi Michael Melchior
President, Mosaica Religious Peace Initiative

Reverend Victor H. Kazanjian
Executive Director, United Religions Initiative 

Mr. Faisal Bin Abdulrahman Bin Muaammar
Secretary-General, King Abdullah Bin Abdul 
Aziz International Center for Interreligious 
and Intercultural Dialogue (KAICIID)

SPEAKERS

Ms. Sadhvi Bhagawati Saraswatiji
President, Divine Shakti Foundation

Mr. Mohamed Elsanousi, Ph.D.
Executive Director, Network for 
Religious and Traditional Peacemakers

Moderator: Ms. Azza Karam
Senior Advisor, Programme and 
Strategy Division, United Nations 
Population Fund (UNFPA)
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The theme of breakout session 4 stemmed from 
UNAOC’s continuous support for religious leaders 
and faith-based organizations and their crucial 
role in preventing conflict and promoting social 
inclusion. UNAOC invited representatives of faith-
based and interfaith organizations, as well as 
international and regional institutions, to exchange 
ideas and good practices on how to foster peace 
and inclusion at all levels of society. Panellists 
addressed four main topics: (1) the role of religious 
and faith-based actors in promoting respect and 
dialogue between religious communities; (2) 
their cooperation with Member States and United 
Nations entities; (3) redefining religious leadership 
to include grassroots and informal actors and (4) 
engaging youth.

Speakers exchanged thoughts on how to promote 
the principle of “one humanity, but many cultures” 
from a religious perspective. They raised the 
underlying issues of religious exclusivism and 
intra-faith approaches and discussed ways to 
acknowledge each religious identity as one among 

many, without diminishing or delegitimizing others. 
They highlighted the value of intra-faith dialogue 
and the need to encourage self-reflection and 
self-criticism within religious communities to 
question traditions and the manner people treat 
one another. Panellists insisted on the necessity to 
train religious leaders to develop critical thinking 
when engaging their constituency and to acquire a 
sense of accountability to their community. 

Panellists also raised the issue of the 
“instrumentalization” of religious leaders by 
politicians, particularly in the context of conflict 
resolution. They agreed that distinguishing 
religious from political leadership was in many 
contexts a very challenging task. Nevertheless, 
a collaboration between religious actors and 
politicians is critical, especially in fragile contexts. 
In order to substantially support mediation efforts, 
they need to work closely together. Furthermore, if 
policymakers systematically consider religion to 
be part of the problem, they should systematically 
consider it to be part of the solution as well.

"Today, are we willing to go into the 
depth of the conflicts in Baghdad, 

Syria, Jerusalem, Gaza, and deal 
with the difficult stuff?”

Rabbi Michael Melchior,  
President, Mosaica Religious Peace Initiative
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Panelists also commended UNAOC for its commit-
ment to promoting interreligious dialogue. They wel-
comed the United Nations Secretary-General’s open-
ing remarks on the crucial role of religious actors 
and for reaffirming his commitment to work closely 
with them. However, speakers underscored lack of 
engagement from other departments and entities in 
the United Nations. They also regretted that, while 
many religious organizations have an office and 
a representative at the United Nations, they do not 
work together. 

The panel also discussed how to transmit good 
practices exchanged at the global level down to 

“This is the way forward -  
we are seeking to recognize  
religion as part of the solution.” 

Mr. Faisal Bin Abdulrahman Bin 
Muaammar,  
Secretary-General, KAICIID

the grassroots level. They agreed on the need to 
find ways to train religious leaders preaching in re-
mote areas in order to encourage them to adopt an 
open-minded and inclusive approach. They raised 
the urgency to work with United Nations agencies on 
creating mechanisms to support religious actors at 
the grassroots level in peacebuilding efforts. 

Speakers also questioned the definition of religious 
leadership, which often referred to men in top 
leadership positions within structured organizations. 
The definition of religious leadership is crucial in that 
it directly influences the coherence of a message and 
the cohesion of a community, particularly in conflict 
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resolution settings. It was noted that informal actors 
should be taken into consideration when talking 
about religious leadership. It would open the door to 
many more individuals, such as women and young 
people, who try every day in peaceful ways to bridge 
differences in their communities in the name of 
religion. 

Speakers also debated youth engagement and how 
to transmit messages of interreligious respect to 
future generations. They discussed the issue of re-
ligious education and the lack of teachings that en-
courage children to develop tolerant views of other 
faiths. Capacity building at the grassroots level was 
also mentioned as lacking when it comes to engag-
ing youth in interreligious dialogue. The overall con-
sensus among speakers was that religious and faith-
based actors are not doing enough to engage young 
people and to include them in their efforts toward 
a more peaceful world. They concluded by saying 
that more young religious people should be invited 
to speak at global events. 

“We have to find a way of training our children 
to be really convinced about their faith but at the 
same time open to others. Otherwise, we will lose 
the youth.” 

John Cardinal Onaiyekan, Archbishop of Abuja, Nigeria

“One of the things is both looking at formal 
and informal leadership when we think about 
religious leadership.” 

Reverend Victor 
H. Kazanjian, 
Executive 
Director,  
United Religions 
Initiative

RECOMMENDATIONS:

• Religious and faith-based actors should 
adopt a human rights approach, rather than 
a faith-based one, when seeking to engage in 
interfaith conversation. 

• Religious leaders must defend their convic-
tions and positions even when these are con-
troversial or unpopular. 

• Religious leaders must ensure that they 
engage in a non-instrumental approach to 
peacebuilding. They must refuse to see their 
messages used for partisan purposes.

• Religious leaders should adopt a reciprocal 
approach when training grassroots actors 
and seek to learn from them and the way they 
work for peace at the local level.

• Religious and faith-based actors should con-
sider both formal and informal levels when 
seeking to redefine religious leadership.
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"Global Citizenship 
Education"

Mr. Massimiliano Montanari
Executive Director, Save the Dream 
Foundation

Ms. Chantal Line Carpentier, Ph.D.
Chief, United Nations Conference on Trade 
and Development (UNCTAD), New York 
office

Mr. José Rui Velez Caroço
Executive Director, North-South Centre of 
the Council of Europe

Mr. Jose Angel Calle Suarez
Director General, AEXCID

Ms. Kate Cumbo
Executive Director, Peacejam Foundation

Moderator: Mr. Emmanuel Kattan, Ph.D. 
Director of the Alliance Programme, 
Columbia University

SPEAKERS

In this breakout session, panellists and audience 
exchanged views and good practices on 2 main 
issues: (1) identification of skills or competencies 
that required in a rapidly changing, globalized and 
interconnected world and (2) how best to develop 
these global skills or competencies.   

The session began with a reflection on the meaning 
of global citizenship. It was noted that the notion of 
global citizenship could be traced to Greek antiquity. 
As world citizens our duty is not within our own 
neighbourhood, community or even our own country, 
we have duties that connect us with the whole of 
humanity. 

The panellists agreed that many current challenges, 
such as migration, the globalized economy or violent 
extremism, require a global response, and hence 
competencies such as solidarity, collaboration, 
communication, respect for diversity, cross-cultural 
awareness, problem-solving and adaptability were 

BREAKOUT SESSION 5:
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valued. As the 21st century is marked by the 
pervasiveness of technology, it was important to 
develop media, information and digital literacy 
skills, and enhance critical thinking.  

Speakers proposed a modernization of the 
education model. It was underscored that there was 
an increasing need to integrate the development of 
global citizenship competencies in the curriculums 
of formal education systems, including by 
organizing separate courses or activities, and 
offering the skills in already established courses 
such as mathematics, history, religion, etc. While 

some schools already organized groundbreaking 
initiatives, it was important that they apply a 
holistic pedagogy. The socio-emotional dimension 
(create a sense of belonging and a common sense 
of humanity) and behavioural dimension (which 
expects the learners to act responsibly at local, 
national and global levels for a more peaceful and 
sustainable world) are often overlooked due to 
time and capacity restraints. 

The panellists showcased best practices such 
as intercultural encounters, volunteering, real-life 
problem solving, the use of positive role models, 

“We have to create a generation of 
young leaders who understand that 
is going to take a whole different way 
of thinking to solve the problems 
that were created by the previous 
generations.” 

Ms. Kate Cumbo,  
Executive Director, Peacejam Foundation

“I think sports is a 
unique school of life to 
prepare and educate 
global citizens.” 

Mr. Massimiliano 
Montanari,  
Executive Director,  
Save the Dream Foundation

“Global Citizenship Education is 
the one equitable opportunity 

without leaving anyone behind.” 

Mr. Jose Angel Calle Suarez,  

Director General, AEXCID



and sports for intercultural understanding. All 
highlighted the important role that civil society, 
with a special focus on youth and women can 
play in the essential dialogue between formal and 
non-formal education actors. In order to develop 
a sustainable education model that effectively 
serves the needs of the 21st century, panellists 
highlighted the importance of a multi-stakeholder, 
bottom-up and multilateral approach.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

• Raise awareness and train formal and non-
formal teachers/educators in adopting 
experience-based learning methodologies, 
which form global citizens on the cognitive, 
socio-emotional and behavioural dimension. 
The new role of teachers/is one of being an 
observer, coach, guide and facilitator of new 
knowledge and technology. 

• Include diaspora youth groups and young 
migrants who have proven to be crucial 
actors in the promotion of global citizenship 
education, representing an immense richness 
for the hosting societies.

• Promote youth mobility: internships abroad, 
exchange programmes (e.g. Erasmus), 
internationalization of universities, etc. 

• Make use of social media networks and 
e-learning to widen the scope of global 
citizenship education.

• Strengthen the advocacy and networking 
skills of civil society, especially of youth 
(-led organizations). Give them the tools and 
opportunities to share their good practices 
and express themselves to decision-makers 
in order to influence education policies.

• Change the mindset of governments by 
sharing best practices and sustainable 
models from other governmental entities.

• Generate new narratives about citizenship.
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"The Silk Route: 
a Route to Peace" Mr. Fernando Molina Pons

President, Silk International Institute 

Mr. Francesc Colomer Sanchez
Regional Secretary, Tourism of the Generalitat 
Valenciana

Mr. Sungdon Hwang
Secretary-General, Silk Road University 
Network (SUN)

Mr. Nasharudin Mat Isa, Ph.D.
President and Chief Executive Officer, 
Wasatiyah Center for Peace 

Mr. Mohamed Sahbi Basly
Former Ambassador of Tunisia to China

Mr. Federico Mayor Zaragoza, Ph.D.
President, Fundacion Cultura de Paz 
(via video message)

Moderator: Mr. Enrique Gaspar
Vice President, Silk International Institute

SPEAKERS

The session provided an opportunity to explore 
ideas and to provide an overview of existing 
initiatives in peacebuilding. Panellists opened the 
session by informing that UNAOC could play an 
important role in promoting the Silk Road initiative. 
Panellists underscored that there is not a single Silk 
Road, but multiple roads; crossing and connecting 
many countries on three continents: Asia, Europe 
and Africa. 

Representatives of the Silk Institute of Spain 
presented their initiative as an opportunity for 
spearheading global citizenship within a multilateral 
framework. They underscored that the Institute’s 
overarching goals coincide with the United Nations 
Sustainable Development Goals; and provided a 
proposal for five areas of future development, each 
corresponding with the initial letter of PEACE. “P” 
stands for “people”, the Silk Roads representing a 
channel for better understanding among individuals 

BREAKOUT SESSION 6:

“We must, more than ever, contribute 
to a democratic multilateralism 
understanding of the world."

Mr. Federico Mayor Zaragoza, Ph.D., 

 President, Fundacion Cultura de Paz
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of different cultural and religious backgrounds; “E” 
for “engagement”, the roads as opportunities for 
political and cultural engagement of all countries 
and nationalities connected to and by it; “A” 
stands for “action”, the roads as opportunities 
for the development of a creative network; paying 
particular attention to digital creativity; “C” for 
connection, underscoring the routes as multiple 
opportunities for content management of the 
arts and the cultural heritage of many countries 
connected by the Silk Roads. And finally, “E” stands 
for education; the routes as opportunities for 
learning and exchanging knowledge.

Speakers highlighted opportunities for cultural 
tourism that the Silk Routes offer, stressing that 
tourism is an industry of happiness and as such 
produces narratives of hope. Tourism offers 
opportunities for counterbalancing narratives of 
xenophobia, offering in its place occasions for 
wider and more cosmopolitan experiences, where 
a more polyphonic cultural understanding of the 
world can flourish. 

The Silk Road University Network (SUN) presented 
the Silk Routes as powerful opportunities for 
academic exchange and collaboration. SUN is 
a network of 78 universities in 63 cities and 30 
countries, connected by land and sea through the 
different historical Silk Routes. SUN underscored 
the importance that no single country monopolizes 
the historical routes, and that the overall framework 
of the cultural exchanges of the network is 

RECOMMENDATIONS:

• Building a strong connection between 
UNAOC initiatives and the multipronged 
Silk Institute project.

• Coordinate a youth exchange programme 
between the universities of the Silk Roads 
University Network and UNAOC.

• Organize a Silk Road Travel Alliance where 
youth from different countries will be 
provided with special visas to travel within 
the historical silk roads, crossing national 
borders. 

• Change the mindset of governments by 
sharing best practices and sustainable 
models from other governmental entities.

• Generate new narratives about citizenship.

better served at the academic level than at the 
governmental one. SUN implements a variety of 
programmes and initiatives and pointed to UNAOC 
as a possible energizing partner to further develop 
the already existing projects in addition to new 
ones.

“The challenge, one of many, is to 
rescue narratives of hope; to rescue 
words such as ‘philoxenia’, denoting 
love of strangers."

Mr. Francesc Colomer Sanchez,  

Regional Secretary, Tourism of the Generalitat 
Valenciana
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PLURAL+ 
YOUTH VIDEO FESTIVAL
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PLURAL+ Youth Video Festival 
2018 Award Ceremony 
2018 marked the 10th anniversary of the PLURAL+ 
Youth Video Festival, a joint initiative of UNAOC 
and the International Organization for Migration 
(IOM), which empowers youth around the world 
to make their voices heard on the pressing social 
issues of migration, diversity, social inclusion and 
the prevention of xenophobia. On 19 November, to 
celebrate the anniversary of the flagship initiative, 
UNAOC hosted the PLURAL+ award ceremony as 
part of the Forum’s gala dinner.

Selected out of more than 370 videos from 72 
countries, the three PLURAL+ International Jury 
Awards went to the short films: 

• “Be There” by Mohd Ayaan, Gaurika, Anshika, 
Aadhya, Nitya, Divit and students of CHIHN 
program at the Tagore International (India, age 
category: up to 12 years);

• “Future News” by Leo Humphreys, Ignacio 
Nieto, Lola Parrilla, Claudia Mate, Kique Parrilla 
and students of Taller Telekids (Spain, age 
category: 13-17 years);

• “False Hope” by Al-jhun Romel Virgo, Ella Mae 
Gonzales, Francis Atendido, Angelikka Eden 
Garcia, Princess Jazmine Garcia and Angela 
Given Formanes (the Philippines, age category: 
18-25 years). 

 

“PLURAL+ provided us with a platform 
not only to showcase our skills and 

talents, but also to spread our message to 
a wider audience. Through this video, we 

wish that we can touch the lives of others 
even in the simplest way.”

Ms. Ella Mae G. Gonzales (Philippines), PLURAL+ 
2018 International Jury  

Prize Winner for age category 18-25
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The PLURAL+ Special Award for the Prevention of 
Xenophobia was awarded to "I am Not Dangerous", 
produced and directed by Mr. Fridoon Joinda, an 
Afghani refugee living in Greece. Mr. Joinda was 
unable to attend the ceremony, and Palestinian-
Canadian journalist and author Chaker Khazaal 
received the award on his behalf. Mr. Chaker 
Khazaal also delivered short remarks about his 
experience growing up a Palestinian refugee in 
Lebanon and dedicating his life to writing about 
refugees. 
 

The event also featured keynote remarks by Mr. 
Jose Antonio Vargas, a leading voice for human 
rights of immigrants and a Pulitzer Prize-winning 
journalist, who spoke about the challenges of 
growing up undocumented in the USA. The 
ceremony was emceed by Ms. Leila Ghandi, a 
Moroccan TV journalist and producer with millions 
of viewers on TV and an audience of nearly one 
million people on social media.
 

“In a time where some people are 
telling us to raise walls, it feels 

nice to be given the opportunity 
to build bridges.”

Ms. Lola Alexandra Parrilla-Heinz (Spain), 
PLURAL+ 2018 International Jury Prize 

Winner for age category 13-17

“Winning PLURAL+ has 
motivated us to continue to 
work for a more inclusive 
community in our own little 
way. We will now go back 
home with more ideas and 
more energy to work for a 
better world.”

Mr. Baneet Pukhrambam (India),  
PLURAL+ 2018 International Jury 
Prize Winner for age category 0-12
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Following the award ceremony, UNAOC, IOM and 
PLURAL+ partner organizations organized a full 
day of PLURAL+ activities at the Paley Center 
for Media in New York, including presentations 
by representatives of the United For Peace Film 
Festival (Japan) and DIRECTV FACIUNI Festival, 
and workshops for youth media makers. 

Since 2009, the primary goal of the PLURAL+ 
Youth Video Festival has been to support the 

creative vision of young people and the global 
distribution of youth-produced media on themes 
related to migration, diversity, social inclusion 
and the prevention of xenophobia, and to foster 
respect for cultural diversity. With increasing 
interest and participation each year, PLURAL+ has 
become a premier global platform for youth media 
distribution.
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• Participants reaffirmed their commitment to 
pluralism and mutual understanding, recalling that 
no individual should be marginalized and treated 
differently because of who they are, or what they 
look like, or where they worship.

• Participants identified challenges and good 
practices in building, restoring and solidifying 
trust between people across cultural and religious 
lines. To this end, interreligious and intercultural 
dialogue is a useful – though often neglected – soft 
power tool to achieve greater mutual understanding 
and trust. A space for community leaders, youth 
groups and women to engage in inter-religious and 
intercultural dialogue in order to support efforts 
at conflict prevention, reconciliation, and social 
cohesion must be established.

• Participants recognized that media play a 
powerful role in influencing thoughts, perceptions 
and opinions about migrants and refugees. 
Oftentimes, however, media could be exploited 
to perpetuate discrimination, exclusion and the 

incitement to hatred and violence. Against this 
backdrop replication of successful initiatives to 
prevent inaccurate, negative narratives against 
migrants and refugees, including by amplifying the 
voices and experiences of migrants is required. 
Good practices in improving the quality of media 
coverage about migrants and refugees have been 
identified, notably, promoting accurate reporting 
and ethical journalism; building partnerships 
between media and civil society; and preventing 
online hate speech.

• Participants committed to enhancing systematic 
and meaningful participation of women in peace 
processes, as women play instrumental roles 
in conflict resolution and prevention. Peace 
agreements often lack legitimacy when male 
combatants are the only ones at negotiating tables. 
To achieve meaningful and sustainable conflict 
resolution, inclusive peace negotiations are a must. 
That involves enlarging women’s representation as 
mediators, negotiators, witnesses and signatories 
in peace processes.

Forum Outcomes

The 8th Global Forum provided a unique platform for exchanging 
ideas, engaging with existing and future partners and re-affirming 

commitment to the prevention and sustaining peace agenda. During the 
course of two days, participants identified several crucial pathways to 

achieve shared goals, commitments and recommendations:

FORUM RECOMMENDATIONS 
AND OUTCOMES
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• UNAOC provided a unique platform for showcasing 
young people’s capacity, agency and leadership. 
Over 100 youth alumni of UNAOC’s programming 
shared good practices and experiences in 
preventing and resolving conflict and violent 
extremism.

• The Forum highlighted the virtues of global 
citizenship education. This involves building a 
sense of belonging to common humanity – not an 
imagined community created by and for a select 
few. It is important to draw on the lessons learned 
and empower students of all ages with the tools 
needed to address global challenges.

• New partnerships have been forged. UNAOC 
signed two memoranda of understanding, one 
with the Silk Road Institute and another with 
the Organization for Democracy and Economic 
Development (GUAM).

• UNAOC announced the project Empowering Youth 
Volunteers through Sport. The implementation 
will start in January 2019. As a part of the 
cooperation agreement signed in Baku at the 7th 
UNAOC Global Forum, UNAOC is partnering with 
Save the Dream Foundation, in a two-year project 
aimed at developing a common doctrine on “Sport 
Volunteerism” as a force for interreligious dialogue, 
equality, peace and conflict resolution. The project 
could not have been possible without funding from 
Erasmus+ Sport programme, European Union.

• Several Member States pledged to continue their 
support for ongoing UNAOC project activities.

• During the Group of Friends high-level meeting, the 
Assessment of UNAOC’s Strategic Plan (2013-
2018) Implementation was reviewed by the Group. 
Members of the Group provided constructive 
feedback and guidance to the Alliance. 

8th UNAOC Global Forum 63



Joint Statement by Spain and Turkey  
(co-sponsors of UNAOC) 

system and is ready to contribute to the organ-
ization´s overall efforts including in the field of 
conflict resolution. Media early alert is also a very 
helpful tool in this regard.

Turkey and Spain sincerely thank to His Excellen-
cy Mr. Nassir Abdulaziz Al-Nasser, the High Rep-
resentative, for his tireless work to promote the 
core values of this initiative. During his term of 
Office, the Alliance has become even stronger.

On the other hand, as the co-sponsors of the Al-
liance, we warmly welcome His Excellency Mr. 
Miguel Angel Moratinos, former Minister of For-
eign Affairs and Cooperation of Spain, to this 
post. We strongly believe that in light of his ex-
perience, he will make concrete and invaluable 
contributions to our common goal.

Taking this opportunity, Turkey and Spain have 
the honour to inform the Member States that we 
are currently working on a draft Action Plan on 
the work of the Alliance based on National and 
Regional Strategies and focused on an efficient 
implementation. The draft, which will be shared 
with the Secretariat and the Member States soon, 
will aim at providing a fresh impetus to the Alli-
ance through proposing new focus areas based 
on the existing projects. To this end, the financial 
structures of the Alliance could be adapted.





Turkey and Spain as the co-sponsors of UNAOC 
profoundly appreciate the sincere and strong 
support of the Secretary-General to this initiative. 
This Forum marks the first ten years of these 
high-level events and the accomplishment of the 
2013-2018 Strategic Plan of the Alliance.

Today as the international community and the 
United Nations, we are seeing the vital need of 
“thinking and acting together, better and strong-
er” to meet today’s complex and inter-connect-
ed challenges like poverty, displacement, armed 
conflicts, inequality, climate change and unfortu-
nately every type of discrimination, in particular 
against women.

We believe UNAOC is and should be an integral 
and vital part of these efforts through its strong 
role in promoting understanding and mutual re-
spect among peoples of different cultural and re-
ligious traditions as an indispensable tool for pre-
ventive diplomacy in addressing the root causes 
of conflicts and strengthening the solidarity 
among the nations against common challenges.

Turkey and Spain once again underline their ded-
icated support to the Secretary-General and his 
team’s efforts to strengthen the United Nations’ 
integrated vision on peace, security and sus-
tainable development. UNAOC has now become 
a crosscutting element of the United Nations 
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Youth Recommendations
Resulting from the preparatory session (18 November) and the Youth Event (19 November), UNAOC alumni 
issued a series of recommendations on the operationalization of Youth 2030: the United Nations Youth 
Strategy, addressing them to the attention of the United Nations Secretary-General’s Envoy on Youth and the 
United Nations.

In issuing the recommendations, participants acknowledged that youth are not a homogeneous group, but a 
large and varied demographic of individuals between the ages of 18 and 35. Accordingly, they offer different 
experiences, perspectives, and knowledge in the fields of media, peacebuilding and violent extremism, and 
urged the United Nations to have regard to the diversity and strengths of youth as agents of change.

8th UNAOC Global Forum 65



• Increase focus on employment strategies and 
socio-economic opportunities: 

Governments should increase strategies, which focus 
on mitigating the marginalization of youth, by increas-
ing access to services and job opportunities, includ-
ing guidance for self- employment and entrepreneur-
ship. The United Nations should present governments 
with the best practice models, innovative employment 
strategies and solid empirical research on how to en-
gage youth within the community and the workforce. 

• Create partnerships: 
Several discussions within the group alluded to the 
United Nations being a league for the privileged, and 
a “mystery” to youth. It is crucial that the United Na-
tions demystifies its work by localizing their presence 
around the world. This can be achieved by establish-
ing and fostering partnerships with youth organiza-
tions as well as creating platforms for cooperation, 
understanding and dialogue between various stake-
holders, including the private sector, local actors, civil 
society, and non-governmental organizations, particu-
larly in countries affected by conflicts. 

• Foster education:  
The United Nations should support social and emo-
tional learning in children by targeting self-aware-
ness attributes and the ability to identify, regulate and 
control emotions. Media literacy skills and critical 
thinking skills should also be emphasized in school 
curriculums in order to allow children to distinguish 
between freedom of expression and the promotion 
of hate speech which has the effect of inciting ha-
tred, discrimination, hostility and/or violence. The 
United Nations should urge the Member States to 
incorporate peace education from early childhood by 

focusing on intrapersonal conflict analysis and prob-
lem-solving skills in order to foster positive forms of 
communication.  

• Develop early warning systems: 
The Member States must react quickly to signs of stu-
dent disengagement from the education system (ab-
senteeism, juvenile delinquency and antisocial behav-
iour) in order to recognize the risks of radicalization 
in early school leavers and NEETs (Not in Education, 
Employment, or Training young people). The United 
Nations should guide the Member States in develop-
ing early warning and early intervention measures in 
order to address signals of extreme behaviour, which 
may lead to terrorism or violent extremism.  

• Increase accountability and trust:  
There is a current lack of accountability and trust be-
tween governments and youth. Governments must 
display a greater commitment to integrity and demon-
strate that no leader is immune to consequences. 
In order to build trust between youth and the gov-
ernment, the United Nations must call the Member 
States to take accountability for their actions, monitor 
transparency, provide better services and undergo re-
form where appropriate.  

• Create safe spaces:  
We urge the United Nations to place more empha-
sis on safe spaces in order to allow youth to discuss 
mental health, trauma and receive psychosocial sup-
port. We also stress the importance of sports and art 
in helping them process their struggles and pain, par-
ticularly when traditional methods of communication 
fail. Youth mentoring, peer learning and mixed group 
learning should be encouraged.

Recommendations issued by the Youth and the 
Prevention of Violent Extremism Group:
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Recommendations issued by Youth and the 
Use of Media and New Technologies Group:

• Storytelling:  
The United Nations should continue to engage in 
storytelling through films, videos, social media and 
other forums to promote a culture of peace. This 
can be achieved through cooperation with schools, 
non-governmental organizations, youth groups and 
other established partnerships or institutions. Sto-
rytelling must be accompanied by strategies which 
reduce hate speech online and the negative rhetoric 
that goes beyond ad hominems to personal threats.  

• Developing positive communication strategies:  
There are currently large gaps in communication be-
tween the United Nations and isolated, at-risk, hard-
to-reach individuals and groups. The United Nations 
should employ new and innovative ways to reach 
the marginalized, disadvantaged and at-risk groups 
to foster social inclusion. In order for the communi-
cation strategies to be effective, the United Nations 
must consider the diverse ways that youth use media 
and new technology and the ways they receive infor-
mation.  

• A “Get to know the UN” tutorial: 
The United Nations needs a quick and interactive 
online guideline or tutorial that increases the visibili-
ty of the United Nations’ work. This can be achieved 
by engaging with various governments in order to ex-
plain how the United Nations works, and ways to get 
involved. The tutorial or guideline should include an 
“easy language” section that provides a summary or 
overview of information, documents, conventions and 
resolutions. 

• Translation: 
The dissemination of positive messages should be 
done in multiple languages in order to reach broad 
and geographically diverse audiences. The United Na-
tions should also work with various governments in 
order to assist in the translation of positive messages 
on social media and increase the accessibility of Unit-
ed Nations documents. 

• Identify youth ambassadors: 
We recognize the presence and impact of youth am-
bassadors with large followings on social media. 
These ambassadors candidly share their personal 
and professional experiences and raise awareness 
on a variety of issues, such as discrimination, xeno-
phobia and human rights abuses. The United Nations 
should identify and partner with those ambassadors, 
to help translate the United Nations Youth Strategy 
within their networks and create social media and 
communication campaigns within the ambassadors’ 
community. 

• Digital security: 
Social media has transformed the way that people 
send and receive information, connect and commu-
nicate online. The increased use of social media has 
also led to an increase of xenophobia, discrimination, 
hate speech, disinformation and radicalization on-
line, particularly against marginalized groups, LGBTIQ 
communities, minorities and religious groups. The 
United Nations should provide youth with guidance on 
staying safe online, and ways to manage their digital 
security. The media group supports the wider dissem-
ination and use of UNESCO’s handbook on “Journal-
ism, ‘Fake News’ and Disinformation: A Handbook for 
Journalism Education and Training”. 
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Recommendations issued by the 
Youth and Peacebuilding Using  
Intercultural and Interreligious  
Dialogue Group:

• Engagement, participation and advocacy: 
The United Nations must continue to amplify the 
voices of youth in promoting a peaceful, just and sus-
tainable world. The quota of young people must be 
increased in peace negotiations and policy process-
es, particularly for young women, persons with disa-
bilities, vulnerable persons, diverse ethnic groups and 
minorities (including LGBTIQ). Governments should 
be encouraged to supplement youth participation 
through youth networks at national, regional, and local 
levels in order to coordinate and report on peacebuild-
ing efforts. 

• Build resilience in individuals and communities: 
The United Nations must explore early intervention 
strategies and leverage existing programs aimed at 
building resilience amongst individuals and commu-
nities around the world. In order to build resilience and 
better understand their realities, the United Nations 
should expand their understanding of the barriers 
that individuals face in accessing justice. The United 
Nations should take into account the mental health of 
youth, and the socio-economic factors affecting them, 
such as class, cultural practices and disabilities. 

• Data collection:  
The alumni note the United Nations’ response regard-
ing the difficulty in data collection. However, we urge 
the United Nations to increase its efforts in tracking 
the commitments made by the Member States to var-
ious conventions. In order to foster our understand-
ing of the various gaps and inequities in the world, we 

must increase accountability, transparency and mon-
itor the methods and strategies employed by govern-
ments in engaging youth in a pragmatic and holistic 
sense.  

• Frequency of reunions: 
The frequency of United Nations youth events needs 
to be increased in-person and online. The United Na-
tions should conduct and facilitate regular meetings 
of youth with actors from various United Nations 
agencies in person and host additional events through 
media and new technology.  

• International Youth Day: 
This is the day for the young people to “engage locally 
and impact globally” by drawing attention to the cul-
tural and legal issues affecting youth worldwide. The 
United Nations plays a unique role in engaging youth, 
offering them visibility and acting as a hub for indi-
viduals and organizations alike. The United Nations 
should increase their participation on International 
Youth Day by engaging with international youth or-
ganizations, UNAOC Intercultural Leaders, and other 
networks relevant to the work of the United Nations. 

ANNOTATION: CLIMATE CHANGE

Youth call upon governmental and international leaders to implement the guidelines of the “Katowice 
Climate Package”. From 2015 to 2018, only 16 countries set explicit targets in national laws and policies 
to ensure their effort to the Paris Agreement (source: “Aligning national and international climate targets” 
by Grantham Research Institute on Climate Change and the Environment and ESRC Centre for Climate 
Change Economics and Policy). Therefore, the ratification of the “Katowice Climate Package” is not 
a final success but just the beginning. All issues, whether it is peacebuilding, PVE or intercultural and 
interreligious dialogue depends on how we deliver the earth to the next generations, depending on actual 
governmental and international efforts.
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The 8th UNAOC Global Forum received extensive 
media coverage from UN News, the United Nations’ 
multimedia news service. In addition, the Forum was 
covered by leading news media around the world, 
including from Algeria, Azerbaijan, China, Egypt, Iran, 
Italy, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Morocco, Pakistan, the 
Philippines, Portugal, Qatar, Spain and Turkey, as well 
as by several global publications and newswires. The 
news coverage generated close to 100 print and online 
articles discussing individual sessions, as well as the 
overall objectives and outcomes of the Forum.

Communications 
and Media 
Coverage
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Social Media and Live Coverage

As part of the communications effort, UNAOC 
developed a social media strategy, using the hashtag 
#Commit2Dialogue. Additional hashtags were used 
for the Youth Event, namely #UNAOCyouth, to reflect 
the youth participants’ active engagement in UNAOC 
activities. 

In early 2018, UNAOC started to vigorously promote 
the Forum on its various social media platforms, 
including Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and LinkedIn, 
totalling 125,000+ followers. All posts were carefully 
curated using a combination of photos, videos, 
infographics and other multimedia elements.

UNAOC social media activities benefited from the 
attention and engagement of main United Nations 
accounts with a large following (such as @UN with 
10.7 million followers), who helped amplify the 
Forum’s reach.

Digital Outreach

The various debates and discussions that took place 
at the Forum went beyond the walls of the United 
Nations headquarters in New York, and reached 
many people online, with over 130 million unique 
impressions and 29.7 million reach. Besides, the 
hashtag #Commit2Dialogue trended on Twitter in 
New York on both days of the Forum. 

Indicative of the Forum’s success, social media 
conversations focused on the themes of the Forum, 
including interreligious and intercultural dialogue; 
conflict prevention and post-conflict peacebuilding; 
the impact of the media in shaping public perceptions; 
digital diplomacy and the prevention of online hate 
speech; the leadership and inclusion of women in 
peace processes; private-public partnerships in 
peacebuilding efforts; the role of religious leaders 
and faith-based organizations in peacebuilding; 
global citizenship education; and the role of youth in 
peacebuilding.  
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Website

UNAOC created a website dedicated to the Forum 
– 8thglobalforum.unaoc.org. Through a livestream 
embedded on the website, the Forum was broadcast 
to the public beyond the confines of the United 
Nations headquarters.
 
Since its launch on 26 September 2018, the Forum 
website garnered a total of 64,321 pageviews from 
10,744 unique users. The highest percentage of users 
was 45% of 25-34 years old, with the 18-24-year-old 
demographic as the second largest age group. The 
top 10 sources of web traffic were as follows: USA 
(27.51%), India (3.88%), Nigeria (3.51%), Indonesia 
(3.06%), Pakistan (3.05%), Egypt (2.35%), Philippines 
(2.16%), UK (2.07%), Spain (1.72%), and Ghana (1.7%).

In addition, the UNAOC main website, unaoc.org, 
continued to enjoy a surge of web traffic in the 
period before and during the Forum. From October 
to November 2018, the main website had a total of 
64,911 pageviews from 53,473 unique users.

8thglobalforum.unaoc.org

Mobile App

UNAOC developed a mobile app to make information 
about the Forum, readily accessible on mobile 
devices. Since its launch in mid-October, the app was 
downloaded 403 times from both the App Store and 
Google Play. In the two months of its existence, the 
app has been used at an average of 1,436 times per 
month, with a total impression of 5,583 for the entire 
duration of the Forum. 

Branding and  Visibility

A unique visual identity was developed specifically for 
the Forum and displayed prominently in key areas of 
the UN Headquarters through streamers, retractable 
banners, backdrops and digital posters.

In line with this, UNAOC produced a range of 
communication materials for Forum participants, 
including booklets, flyers, as well as UNAOC-branded 
tote bags, folders, and pens, among others. 

130M
Twitter Impressions
for #Commit2Dialogue



29.7M
Total reach for 

#Commit2Dialogue



64.3K
Page views for

8thglobalforum.unaoc.org
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Photo Booth

A photo booth was a central component of the Forum's overall 
branding and visibility strategy, offering attendees an opportunity 
to take fun photos between plenaries and breakout sessions. 
The UNAOC-branded photos were printed on the spot, and a 
digital copy was e-mailed to the participants. With these photos, 
attendees took home souvenirs of their unforgettable UNAOC 
experience.
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ANNEXES
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The UNAOC team (including staff, consultants and interns) with  
UNAOC High Representative H.E. Mr. Nassir Abdulaziz Al-Nasser 
at the Forum's Closing Ceremony.

ORGANIZERS
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WHO WE ARE: 

The United Nations Alliance of Civilizations was launched in 2005 as the political initiative of 
United Nations Secretary-General Mr. Kofi Annan with the co-sponsorship of the Governments of 
Spain and Turkey. On 6 July 2015, the United Nations General Assembly adopted by consensus 
Resolution 69/312 “United Nations Alliance of Civilizations”. The milestone resolution provided 
UNAOC with the institutional status and the political guidance necessary to pursue its work in 
promoting intercultural dialogue, greater understanding and respect among civilizations, cultures, 
religions and beliefs.

WHAT WE DO: 

The primary mission of UNAOC is to forge collective political will and to mobilize concerted action 
at improving cross-cultural dialogue and cooperation among countries and diverse communities 
to prevent violence and conflict, and promote social cohesion and peace. UNAOC focuses its 
activities on four priority areas: Education, Youth, Media, Migration.

The UNAOC Group of Friends (GoF) includes 120 United Nations Member States, 1 non-member 
state, and 26 international organizations representing all continents, societies and cultures. The 
GoF is a community of countries and international organizations which actively promotes the 
Alliance’s objectives and work at the global, regional and local levels, as well as worldwide.

United Nations Alliance of Civilizations (UNAOC)
730 Third Avenue, 20th Floor, New York, New York 10017

 Phone: +1-929-274-6217         Fax: +1-929-274-6233       Email: contactaoc@unops.org

 www.unaoc.org

 twitter.com/UNAOC            facebook.com/unaoc.org           instagram.com/unaoc
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LIST OF PARTICIPANTS
NOTE: This is a select list of speakers, official delegations, 
participants, and special guests of the United Nations 
Alliance of Civilizations at its 8th UNAOC Global Forum 
on 19-20 November 2018, held at the United Nations 
Headquarters in New York. This list does not include 
organizers from the United Nations Alliance of Civilizations, 
which are listed separately. Any errors in spelling, title, 
organization are inadvertent.
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Circle Initiative
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Nations
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the Arab Republic of Egypt to the United 
Nations
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Mr. Ahmet Akça 
Chairman of the Board of Directors, 
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Minister Plenipotentiary, Deputy Director 
General and Spokesperson, Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs of Turkey

Mr. Abdullah Ali Abdullah Al Amri 
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Permanent Observer Mission for the Inter-
Parliamentary Union to the United Nations

Mrs. Farah Al Atassi 
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Scientific, and Cultural Organization 
(ISESCO)
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H.E. Mr. Khalifa Bin Ali Bin Issa Al Harthy
Ambassador, Permanent Representative 
of the Sultanate of Oman to the United 
Nations
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Cooperation of the United Arab Emirates
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Nations
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Minister Plenipotentiary, Member of the 
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First Secretary, Permanent Mission 
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Deputy Permanent Representative of the 
United Arab Emirates to the United Nations
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of Thailand, Ministry of Foreign Affairs
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Undersecretary, Office of the Presidential 
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Policy Advisor, U.S. Department of State
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First Secretary, Permanent Mission of 
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Second Secretary, Permanent Mission 
of the Republic of Cyprus to the United 
Nations
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Vice Minister of Social Development of 
the Republic of Kazakhstan
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Counsellor, Permanent Mission 
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Egypt Media Development Program
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the United Nations

Mr. Erol Avdovic 
Senior United Nations Diplomatic 
Correspondent and Managing Editor for 
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Leaders
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Organization of Islamic Cooperation to 
the United Nations
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Minister Plenipotentiary, Deputy Director 
General, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 
Turkey
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Adviser, Permanent Mission of Turkey to 
the United Nations
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Editor, Turon24

Ms. Areeg Ahmed Ali Ahmed Badawy 
Co-Founder, E-Literacy For Empowering 
Women
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First Secretary, Permanent Mission of the 
Republic of Belarus to the United Nations

H.E. Mrs. Sima Bahous 
Ambassador, Permanent Representative 
of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan to 
the United Nations
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Second Secretary, Permanent Mission 
of the Republic of Korea to the United 
Nations

Ms. Nicole Morgan Banister
Training and Partnerships Support 
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Ms. Banu Terzioglu   
Head of Department, Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of Turkey

Mr. José Rui Velez Caroço
Executive Director, North-South Centre of 
the Council of Europe
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Deputy Permanent Representative of 
the Republic of San Marino to the United 
Nations
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National Director, Israel Policy Forum
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Executive Chairman, World Public 
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Ambassador, Deputy Permanent 
Representative of Spain to the United 
Nations
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Assistant General Secretary for United 
Nations and International Affairs, General 
Board of Church and Society, United 
Methodist Church
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Ambassador, Permanent Representative 
of the Republic of Slovenia to the United 
Nations

Mr. Kirk Bayabos 
Head of Cluster Manager, Small Grants, 
United Nations Office for Project Services 
(UNOPS)
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Delegate, Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
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and Social Relations, Coventry University
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of the People's Republic of Bangladesh to 
the United Nations
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First Secretary, Permanent Mission of 
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Ambassador, Permanent Representative 
of Hungary to the United Nations
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Ms. Serena Bonato Monitoring Officer, 
Organization for Security and Co-
Operation in Europe (OSCE) Special 
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Interfaith and Intercultural Initiative, The 
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First Secretary, Permanent Mission of 
Tunisia to the United Nations
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Ambassador, Permanent Representative 
of Luxembourg to the United Nations
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Centre for Media Pluralism and Media 
Freedom (CMPF) Scientific Coordinator, 
European University Institute

Mr. Mladen Bručić-Matic
Counsellor, Permanent Mission of the 
Republic of Croatia to the United Nations

Ms. Beatrice Ebba Maria Bucht 
President of the Arctic Chapter, Swedish 
Association of International Affairs
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Head of Children, Youth and Media, Free 
Press Unlimited
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Counsellor, Permanent Mission of Turkey 
to the United Nations

Ms. Emily Calaminus 
Second Secretary, Permanent Mission of 
Germany to the United Nations
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Counsellor, Permanent Mission of Turkey 
to the United Nations
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Operations Assistant, United Nations 
Office for Project Services (UNOPS)

H.E. Mr. Rodrigo Alberto Carazo 
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Ambassador, Permanent Representative 
of Costa Rica to the United Nations
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Delegate
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Associate Professor of Biology and 
Environmental Science, Long Island 
University
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Head of Programmes, Media Focus
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Chief, New York Office of the Secretary-
General, United Nations Conference on 
Trade and Development (UNCTAD)
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First Secretary, Permanent Mission of the 
Republic of Malta to the United Nations
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Advisor, Permanent Mission of Italy to the 
United Nations
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Co-Founder, Fábrica dos Sonhos
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Delegate
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Minister of Foreign Affairs of Turkey
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President, National Council of Freedom 
and Religious Equality of Ecuador
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Austria to the United Nations
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Graduate Student, International Relations, 
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Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Algeria
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Department, the Republic of Zambia
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Ambassador, Deputy Permanent 
Representative of Belgium to the United 
Nations

Ms. Annie Correal 
Reporter, The New York Times

Ms. Alejandra Patricia Corvalan Maira
Public Policy Coordinator, Todo Mejora

Mr. Kanisson Coulibaly 
Minister Counselor, Permanent Mission of 
the Republic of Mali to the United Nations
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President, Brazilian Endowment 
for the Arts

Mr. Kelvin Nanan Bayin Kwesi Fynn 
Croffie 
Student, University of Ghana

Ms. Simona Cruciani 
Political Affairs Officer, United Nations 
Office on Genocide Prevention and the 
Responsibility to Protect
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Associate Professor, Center for Media and 
Information Literacy, Temple University

Ms. Kate Cumbo
Executive Director, PeaceJam Foundation

Ms. Jessica Cupellini
Counsellor, Permanent Mission 
of Italy to the United Nations

Ms. Kristina Cvetković 
Founder and President, EDUnaut - Lifelong 
Learning and Development Association

Mrs. Assia Dali 
First Secretary, Permanent Mission of 
Algeria to the United Nations

Ms. Enas Daryacoub 
International Fellow, Y-PEER Network

Mr Johannes De Bruycker 
Director, The Caravan’s Journal

Mr. Daniel De Torres Barderi 
Director, Antirumors Global

Mr. Jose Claveria de Venecia 
Special Envoy of the President for 
Intercultural Dialogue and to the Asia 
Pacific Economic Cooperation, Republic 
of the Philippines

Mr. Mikhail Denisov 
President, Eurasian Boxing Parliament

Ms. Daria Denisova 
Chairman of the International Committee, 
Eurasian Boxing Parliament

Ms. Derya Serbetci   
Adviser, Permanent Mission 
of Turkey to the United Nations

Mr. Rodolfo Diaz Ortega 
First Secretary, Permanent Mission of 
Mexico to the United Nations

Mr. John Hancock Dickson 
Chairman, Global Young Leaders 
Academy

Ms. Paris Efua Nhyira Dickson 
School Club Member, AFS Intercultural 
Programs in Ghana

Mr. Jean-Pierre Diserens 
Co-Founder and Secretary-General, 
Convention of Independent Financial 
Advisors (CIFA)

H.E. Mr. Dian Triansyah Djani 
Ambassador, Permanent Representative 
of the Republic of Indonesia to the United 
Nations

Mr. Melchi-Zedek Dologbay 
Youth Desk Coordinator, Camp for Peace 
Liberia

Mrs. Sahadatun Donatirin 
Counsellor, Permanent Mission of the 
Republic of Indonesia to the United 
Nations

Mr. Tshedrup Dorji 
Research Assistant, Agriculture Research 
Development Center
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Board Member, Many Hopes
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Second Secretary, Permanent Mission 
of the Republic of Slovenia to the United 
Nations

H.E. Mr. Vladimir Drobnjak 
Ambassador, Permanent Representative 
of the Republic of Croatia to the United 
Nations

Ms. Shara Eunice Duncan Villalobos
Minister Counsellor, Permanent Mission 
of Costa Rica to the United Nations

H.E. Mr. Jesus Gestuveo Dureza 
Presidential Adviser on the Peace 
Process, Republic of the Philippines

Dr. Siti Ruhaini Dzuhayatin 
Special Advisor to the President of the 
Republic of Indonesia

8th UNAOC Global Forum 83
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Ambassador, Permanent Representative 
of the Arab Republic of Egypt to the 
United Nations

H.E. Mr. Altai Efendiev 
Secretary General, Organization for 
Democracy and Economic Development 
(GUAM)

Ms. Monika Agnieszka Ekler 
Counsellor, Department of United Nations 
and Human Rights, Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of the Republic of Poland

Mr. Yasin Ekrem Serim   
Chief of Cabinet of the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of Turkey
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Outreach and Training Unit, Doha Center 
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Counsellor, Permanent Mission of Turkey 
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University
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Managing Director, Safarni
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Associate Political Affairs Officer, United 
Nations Office of Counter-Terrorism 
(UNOCT)

Mr. Emre Yurdakul   
Head of Section, Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of Turkey

Mr. Oscar Enrique Encinas Madrid 
Advisor, Permanent Mission of Mexico to 
the United Nations

Mr. Tiah Eng Beng 
Deputy Chairman of the Brunei Chinese 
Temple Committee

Ms. Oibone Canseran Enobio 
Head Executive Assistant, Office of 
the Presidential Advisor on the Peace 
Process, Republic of the Philippines

Mr. Mehmet Erkan Aytun  
Minister Plenipotentiary, Chief of Protocol, 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Turkey

H.E. Ms. María Fernanda Espinosa 
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President of the 73rd Session of the 
United Nations General Assembly

Mr. Vasif Rasif Eyvazzade 
Deputy Head of Administration, Head of 
International Cooperation and Innovation 
Department, Ministry of Culture of the 
Republic of Azerbaijan

Ms. Majda Fadika 
Human Resources Analyst, United Nations 
Office for Project Services (UNOPS)

Mr. Fatih Aktas 
Official Photographer, Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of Turkey

Ms. Julie Lisette E. Feremans 
EU Project Manager, Ministry of the 
Interior of Belgium

Mr. Ernesto Ferreira Vasconcellos
Founder, Lusco-Fusco

H.E. Mr. Jose Luis Fialho Rocha 
Ambassador, Permanent Representative 
of the Republic of Cabo Verde to the 
United Nations

Mr. Ciarán Patrick Finlay 
Human Rights and Equality Officer, Irish 
Human Rights and Equality Commission

Ms. Rebekah Fisk 
Education Director, The Paley Center 
for Media

Mr. Ronald Ignacio Flores 
Undersecretary, Office of the Presidential 
Advisor on Peace Process, Republic of the 
Philippines

Mr. Ibrahim Mamdouh Alsayed Alsayed Fouda
Third Secretary, Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of Egypt

Mr. Stephen Franklin 
Consultant, Your Global Strategy

Mr. Carlo Fumo 
President, Italian Movie Award

Mrs. Christine Rose Fyvie 
Director, myDunoon

Mr. Mohamed Omar Mohamed Gad
Minister Plenipotentiary, Deputy 
Permanent Representative of the Arab 
Republic of Egypt to the United Nations

H.E. Mr. Luis Gallegos 
Ambassador, Permanent Representative 
of Ecuador 
to the United Nations

Mrs. Sylvia Anna Gallus 
Consultant

H.E. Mr. Abulfas Mursal Garayev 
Minister of Culture of the Republic of 
Azerbaijan

Mr. Rowel Garcia Garcia 
Attaché, Permanent Mission of the 
Republic of the Philippines to the United 
Nations

Mr. Hermógenes López García de 
Lomana
Counsellor, Permanent Mission 
of Spain to the United Nations

Mr. Felipe Garcia Landa 
Second Secretary, Permanent Mission 
of Mexico to the United Nations

Mr. Franklin Garfield 
President, Franklin R. Garfield, APC

Ms. Susan Garfield 
Vice President, Franklin R. Garfield, APC

Ms. Ruth Gati
School Club Member, AFS Intercultural 
Programs in Ghana

Mr. Daniel Chidubem Gbujie 
Chief Executive Officer, Team 54 Project

Ms.  Zebib Gebrekidan 
Second Secretary, Permanent Mission 
of Eritrea to the United Nations
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Third Secretary, Permanent Mission of 
Eritrea to the United Nations
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Fulbright Graduate Student, City College 
of New York

Mrs. Leila Ghandi 
Co-Founder, Senior Consultant, IB 
Consulting

Mr. Borja Gil Prieto
General Secretary, Socialist Youth of 
Spain

Mrs. Scherto Ruoshi Gill
Executive Secretary and Senior Fellow, 
Guerrand-Hermès Foundation for Peace
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United Nations Assistant Secretary-
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Office of the High Commissioner for 
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Ambassador, Permanent Representative 
of Mexico to the United Nations

Ms. Ella Mae Gentalian Gonzales
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Mr. Alejandro Gonzalez Permingeat
Student, Universidad Nacional de Rosario
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Charge, Permanent Mission of 
Luxembourg to the United Nations
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Visiting Professor, King's College London
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Community Manager, Humanitas 
Technologies
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Chief of Social Media Section, Department 
of Global Communications, United 
Nations
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Delegate, Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of Turkey

H.E. Mr. Antonio Gumende 
Ambassador, Permanent Representative 
of the Republic of Mozambique to the 
United Nations

Mr. Yusuf Alper Gurlek 
Board Member, Youth Peace 
Ambassadors Network

Mr. Mikhail Gusman 
First Deputy Director General, Russian 
News Agency TASS

H.E. Mr. António Guterres 
United Nations Secretary-General

Ms. Marissa Anne Gutierrez 
Founder and Executive Director of Art and 
Resistance Through Education (ARTE) 
and Adjunct Professor at City College of 
New York

Mr. Ali Habashi 
Professor, School of Communication, 
University of Miami

Mr. Achsanul Habib 
Director of Human Rights and 
Humanitarian Affairs, Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of the Republic of Indonesia

Mr. Walter Ronnie Habich Morales
Counsellor, Permanent Mission of Peru 
to the United Nations

Mrs. Errin Kalitha Haines Whack
National Writer, Race and Ethnicity, 
Associated Press

H.E. Mr. Wu Haitao 
Ambassador, Deputy Permanent 
Representative of the People's Republic 
of China to the United Nations

Mrs. Naila Hamdy 
Associate Dean of Graduate Studies and 
Research, School of Global Affairs and 
Public Policy, The American University in 
Cairo

Mr. Momen Tareq Hameed Hameed
Medical Doctor, Kokar Organization

Mr. Breech Asher Marfil Harani
Founder and Producer, Alexandrite 
Pictures

Mr. Francisco Tenya Hasegawa
Deputy Permanent Representative of 
Peru to the United Nations

H.E. Mr. Tore Hattrem 
Ambassador, Permanent Representative 
of Norway to the United Nations

Mr. Haydar Tursun
Official Cameraman, Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs of Turkey
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Co-Director, Institute for Sustainable 
Diversity and Inclusion
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Deputy Permanent Observer for 
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H.E. Mr. Christoph Heusgen 
Ambassador, Permanent Representative 
of Germany to the United Nations
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Attaché, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the 
Republic of Indonesia
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Project Coordinator, SCA FED Invest
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Advisor, Permanent Mission of Germany 
to the United Nations
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Student, Boston College

Mr. Tomas Horvath
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Republic
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PhD Fellow at University of Heidelberg 
and Educator and Media Program 
Coordinator at United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO) School of Prague

H.E. Mr. Martin Huth 
Ambassador, Director, Media and Cultural 
Relations with the Middle East and North Af-
rica Region, German Federal Foreign Office
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Mr. Sungdon Hwang 
Professor, Hankuk University of Foreign 
Studies and Secretary General of the Silk-
Road Universities Network (SUN)

Ms. Monica Georges Youssef Ibrahim 
Doctoral Researcher, University of 
Westminster

Mr. Ahmed Mamdouh Ibrahim Mohamed 
Ibrahim
Leader, Egyptian Federation of Boy Scouts
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Deputy Permanent Secretary (Interna-
tional Organizations), Ministry of Foreign 
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Mission of Ukraine to the United Nations
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Ambassador, Permanent Representative 
of Malta to the United Nations

Ms. Polly Ioannou
Deputy Permanent Representative of the 
Republic Cyprus to the United Nations
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Founder and Executive Director, Choose 
Yourself

Ms. Sally Itani
Architectural Intern, United Nations 
Human Settlements Programme (UN-
Habitat)

Ms. Maha Jaafar
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Mr. Abdel Hamid Abdel Jaber 
Lecturer, Center for Middle Eastern 
Studies, Rutgers University

Mr. Qudratullah Jahid
Secretary General, Afghan Evaluation 
Society

Ms. Kelsey Marie Janes 
Graduate Student, College of Mount Saint 
Vincent

Mr. Petar Jankuloski 
International Training Consultant, Leoron 
Institute, Global Voices Lingua Project

H.E. Mr. Ion Jinga 
Ambassador, Permanent Representative 
of Romania to the United Nations
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Executive Director, Wapkioni Mobile

Ms. Andreia Sofia Joaquim Friaças
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Second Secretary, Permanent Mission of 
the Republic of Lithuania to the United 
Nations

Mr. Lee Jooil 
Counsellor, Permanent Mission of the 
Republic of Korea to the United Nations

Mr. Richard Thomas Jordan 
Director, Special Events, International 
Council for Caring Communities

Ms. Eunhee Jung
Founder and President, IVECA 
International Virtual Schooling
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Ambassador, Permanent Representative 
of the Republic of Estonia to the United 
Nations

H.E. Mrs. Pamela C. Kabamba 
Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Home 
Affairs of the Republic of Zambia

Mr. Narinder Kakar 
Permanent Observer for the University 
for Peace to the United Nations

H.E. Mr. Dionyssios Kalamvrezos
Ambassador, Deputy Permanent 
Representative of Greece to the United 
Nations
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Interpreter, Enterkon AS

Mr. Mohsin Kamal 
Member National Youth Assembly, 
Youth Parliament of Pakistan
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Former Ambassador of the International 
Chamber of Commerce to the United 
Nations

Ms. Lydia Ngaboyisonga Kanyambo
Deputy Manager, Choose Yourself

Ms. Sophie Kanza
Co-Founder, Sophie A Kanza Foundation
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Founder and Chief Executive Officer, 
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Senior Advisor, Programme and Strategy 
Division, United Nations Population Fund 
(UNFPA)
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Programme Specialist, Advocacy and 
Innovation, United Nations Women 
(UN Women)
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President and Founder, Century 
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(CEDA) International
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First Secretary, Permanent Mission of 
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Director, Alliance Program, Columbia 
University
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Shule Direct
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Initiative
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Delegate
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Nations Women (UN Women)
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Founder, Agrowomen
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Co-Founder, Women's Gaze
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Managing Director, Ma'din Academy

Mr. Miroslav Klíma 
Deputy Permanent Representative of the 
Czech Republic to the United Nations

Mr. Joseph John Klock, Jr.
Vice President, New Humanity

Ms. Jeni Klugman 
Managing Director, Georgetown Institute 
for Women, Peace, and Security

Mrs. Raziye Bilge Kocyigit Grba   
Counsellor, Deputy Permanent 
Representative of Turkey to the United 
Nations

Mr. Kodzo Selom Germain Kogbe 
President, African New Generation of 
Emerging Leaders

Mr. Soner Kok   
Member of the Chief of Cabinet, Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs of Turkey

H.E. Mr. Issa Konfourou 
Ambassador, Permanent Representative 
of the Republic of Mali to the United 
Nations

Mr. Martin Kovacik 
Diplomat, Permanent Mission of Slovak 
Republic to the United Nations

H.E. Ms. Ina Hagniningtyas 
Krisnamurthi
Ambassador, Deputy Permanent 
Representative of the Republic of 
Indonesia to the United Nations

Mr. Kursad Alcan 
Delegate, Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of Turkey

Mr. Robert Lamersdorf 
Advisor, Permanent Mission of Germany 
to the United Nations

H.E. Mr. Laouni Laoui 
Ambassador, Deputy Permanent 
Representative of Tunisia to the United 
Nations

Ms. Brigitte Lisa Lapierre 
Director, Centre for Intercultural Learning

Ms. Petra Laucikova 
Diplomat, Permanent Mission of Slovak 
Republic to the United Nations

Mr. Rene Lauer 
Counsellor, Permanent Mission of 
Luxembourg to the United Nations

Ms. Sara Lynn Laughtin 
Divine Shakti Foundation

Ms. Nadia Lazzouni 
Host and Producer, Speak Up Channel

Ms. Katrina Sabrina Lee 
Lawyer, Office of the General Counsel, 
Department of Justice of Australia

Ms. Ligia Leon 
Area Manager of Citizenship and 
Sustainability, AT&T and Direct TV

Mr. Wei Jiea Leong 
Assistant Secretary, Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of Malaysia

Mr. Jason Warren Levergood 
International Client Services Director, 
Grant Thornton LLP

Ms. Bat Sheva Dinah
Levine-Moshe 
Chief Executive Officer, Unistream

Mr. Yeqing Li
President, Global Young Leaders 
Academy

Mr. Mathias Licharz 
Minister Plenipotentiary, Permanent 
Mission of Germany to the United Nations

Ms. Melissa Liles 
Chief Global Engagement Officer, AFS 
Intercultural Programs

H.E. Dr. Maleeha Lodhi 
Ambassador, Permanent Representative 
of Pakistan to the United Nations

H.E. Mr. Luis Filipe Lopes Tavares 
Minister of Foreign Affairs and Communi-
ties of the Republic of Cabo Verde

Mrs. Marta Lopez Perez 
Founder and Chief Executive Officer, 
Nur Traducciones

Mr. Francois Jacques Loriot 
Vice President, Bar Association for 
Intergovernmental Organizations

Ms. Yanting Lu 
Graduate Student, International Training 
Centre of the International Labour 
Organization (ITC-ILO)

Ms. Stephanie Lugo 
Operations Assistant, United Nations 
Office for Project Services (UNOPS)

Ms. Ashley Paige Lushinsky 
Student, College of Mount Saint Vincent

Mr. Paulo Pinto Machado 
Counsellor - Legal Affairs, Permanent 
Mission of Portugal to the United Nations
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Mr. Tony Mahabir 
President, Convention of Independent 
Financial Advisors (CIFA)

Mr. Mamoun Mahayni 
Juris Doctor Candidate, Case Western 
Reserve University

Mr. Tarek Ahmed Mahfouz Ahmed 
Mahfouz 
First Secretary, Permanent Mission of 
the Arab Republic of Egypt to the United 
Nations

Ms. Martha Mai 
Portfolio Manager, United Nations Office 
for Project Services (UNOPS)

Ms. Maiya Duisebayeva
Associate Project Manager, United 
Nations Office for Project Services 
(UNOPS)
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Programme Manager, Institute 
for Youth Development
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Asia
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Counsellor, Permanent Mission of Turkey 
to the United Nations
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Vice President, ONUART Foundation
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Promotion and Development, Agencia 
Extremeña de Cooperación Internacional 
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H.E. Mr. Mher Margaryan 
Ambassador, Permanent Representative 
of the Republic of Armenia to the United 
Nations
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University of Berlin

Ms. Victoria Martin de la Torre 
Communications Officer, Group of the 
Socialists and Democrats in the European 
Parliament

Mr. Pedro Martinez-Avial Martin 
Director of Casa Arabe, Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, European Union and 
Cooperation of Spain

Ms. Jayathma Wickramanayake 
United Nations Secretary-General's Envoy 
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Managing Director, Accenture
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Secretariat, Youth, Peace and Security, 
United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA)
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First Secretary, Permanent Mission of 
Argentina to the United Nations
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Vice President of Communications 
Strategy, Corporate and Market 
Communications, BMW Group

Mr. Alexander Jaime McDonald 
Advisor, Permanent Observer Mission of 
Holy See to the United Nations

H.E. Mr. Agshin Mehdiyev 
Ambassador, Permanent Observer for the 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation to 
the United Nations

Ms. Lala Mehdiyeva 
Attaché, Permanent Mission of the 
Republic of Azerbaijan to the United 
Nations

Rabbi Michael Melchior 
President of the Middle East Religious 
Peace Initiative (MOSAICA)

Ms. Marta Meloni 
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Communication, Africa e Mediterraneo

Ms. Ana María Menéndez Pérez 
United Nations Under-Secretary-General 
and Special Adviser to the Secretary-
General on Policy 

H.E. Mr. Modest J. Mero 
Ambassador, Permanent Representative 
of the United Republic of Tanzania to the 
United Nations

H.E. Mr. Pekka Juhani Metso 
Ambassador-at-Large for Intercultural 
and Interreligious Dialogue Processes, 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs of Finland

H.E. Mr. Gustavo Adolfo 
Meza-Cuadra Velásquez 
Ambassador, Permanent Representative 
of Peru to the United Nations

Ms. Nadja Micael
Advisor, Permanent Mission of Eritrea to 
the United Nations

H.E. Mr. Michal Mlynar 
Ambassador, Permanent Representative 
of Slovak Republic to the United Nations

Ms. Ariam Mogos 
Learning Lead, Office of Innovation, United 
Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF)

H.E. Ms. Mirgul Moldoisaeva 
Ambassador, Permanent Representative 
of the Kyrgyz Republic to the United 
Nations

Mr. Fernando Molina Pons 
President, Instituto Seda España
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Community Organizer and Project Officer, 
Kapamagogopa Inc.

Mr. Massimiliano Montanari 
Chief Executive Officer, International 
Center for Sport Security (ICSS)

Mr. Jorge Eduardo Montes Delijorge
Intern, Global Youth, United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP)

H.E. Mr. Miguel Ángel Moratinos
Former Minister of Foreign Affairs and 
Cooperation of Spain and President of 
ONUART Foundation

Mr. Pedro Manuel Moreno Fernandez
Chief of Cabinet, Ibero-American General 
Secretariat (SEGIB)

H.E. Mr. Martín García Moritán 
Ambassador, Permanent Representative 
of Argentina to the United Nations

8th UNAOC Global Forum88



Mr. Alessandro Motter 
Senior Advisor, Permanent Observer 
Mission for the Inter-Parliamentary Union 
to the United Nations

Mr. Mounzer Mounzer
Deputy Permanent Representative of 
the Syrian Arab Republic to the United 
Nations

H.E. Mr. Amr Moussa 
Former Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
the Arab Republic of Egypt and Former 
Secretary-General of the League of Arab 
States (LAS)

Ms. Carla Mucavi Director, Food and 
Agriculture Organization Liaison Office 
with the United Nations

H.E. Mrs. Amal Mudallali 
Ambassador, Permanent Representative 
of Lebanon to the United Nations

Ms. Inga Christina Mueller 
Youth Programme Assistant, World 
Federation of United Nations Associations

Mr. Umar Faruk Muhammed 
Zonal Coordinator, Peacebuilding and 
Interfaith Dialogue, Strength in Diversity 
Development Centre

Ms. Lisa Mulgrew
Advisor, Permanent Mission of New 
Zealand to the United Nations

H.E. Mr. Nabeel Munir 
Ambassador, Deputy Permanent 
Representative of Pakistan to the United 
Nations

Mr. Tofig Musayev 
Counsellor, Permanent Mission of the 
Republic of Azerbaijan to the United 
Nations

Ms. Angela Mwansa Mulenga   
Deputy Permanent Secretary, Ministry of 
Home Affairs of the Republic of Zambia

Mr. Brig. Gen. Erick Mwewa   
Military Advisor, Permanent Mission of 
the Republic of Zambia to the United 
Nations

Mr. Paul Michael Andrew Myles 
Editorial Manager, On Our Radar

Ms. Kamilla Nabiyeva 
Graduate Student, School of International 
and Public Affairs, Columbia University

Mr. Farooq Hamid Naek 
Senator of the Parliament of Pakistan, 
Member of the Inter-Parliamentary Union 
Committee of United Nations Affairs

Mr. Belkacem Nahi
Founder, MAFRAD

Mr. Maher Nasser
Director of Outreach, Department of 
Global Communications, United Nations

Ms. Amira Nassim 
Migration Policy Officer, Office of the 
International Organization for Migration 
(IOM)

Mr. Helmut Walter Naujoks 
Lawyer

Ms. Neealana Naushin 
Founder, Disha Foundation

Mr. Angelito Ayong Nayan 
First Secretary, Permanent Mission of 
Republic of the Philippines to the United 
Nations

Mr. Gheorghe Necula 
Deputy Permanent Representative of 
Romania to the United Nations

Ms. Kate Neilson 
First Secretary, Permanent Mission of 
New Zealand to the United Nations

Mr. Nikola Nenov 
Attaché, Permanent Mission of the 
Republic of Bulgaria to the United Nations

Ms. Lori Ann Neuhardt 
Creative Director, Media and Brand 
Strategist

Mrs. Isata Ngombulango 
Administrative and Finance Manager, 
Youth in Action for Development

H.E. Mr. Cheikh Niang 
Ambassador, Permanent Representative 
of the Republic of Senegal to the United 
Nations

Ms. Rozenn Nicolle 
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Ms. Iulia Niculae
First Secretary, Permanent Mission of 
Romania to the United Nations

H.E. Mr. Azis Nurwahyudi 
Director of Public Diplomacy and 
National Focal Point for UNAOC, Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of 
Indonesia

Mr. Jonah Ayodele Obajeun 
Curator, Tolerance Academy

Mr. Daniel Thomas Obst 
President and Chief Executive Officer, AFS 
Intercultural Programs

Mr. Üsame Ildar Ödemir 
Manager, Corporate Communications, 
Turkcell

Mr. Sean Patrick O'Hare 
Founder, 100 Million Strong

Mr. Daniel Okaija Okaiteye
Deputy Permanent Representative of 
Ghana to the United Nations

H.E. Mr. Antonio Pedro Roque Da 
Visitacao Oliveira
President of Parliamentary Assembly of 
the Mediterranean (PAM)

Ms. Carla Oliveira e Silva Aubyn
Advisor to the Minister, Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and Communities of the Republic 
of Cabo Verde

John Olorunfemi Cardinal Onaiyekan
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Counsellor, Permanent Mission 
of Turkey to the United Nations
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President, Women's International League 
for Peace and Freedom (WILPF) Nigeria

Mrs. Ayse Inanc-Ornekol   
Counsellor, Permanent Mission 
of Turkey to the United Nations

Ms. Ibukunoluwa Bisola Osoba 
Graduate Student, Northwestern 
University

Ms. Britney Otoo
School Club Member, AFS Intercultural 
Programs

Mr. Alaeddine Oueslati 
Global Communications Manager, 
Planned Parenthood Global

Mr. Abbas Panakkal 
Academic Director, Peace Education and 
Training (PET), International Interfaith 
Initiative

H.E. Mr. Chull-joo Park 
Ambassador, Deputy Permanent 
Representative of the Republic of Korea to 
the United Nations
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Mr. Hosea Olayiwola Patrick 
PhD Candidate, International and Public 
Affairs, University of KwaZulu-Natal

Mr. Patrick Mbonge   
Administrative Officer, the Republic of 
Zambia

Mrs. Sandra Paunksniene 
Assistant Director, Alliance for Historical 
Dialogue and Accountability, Columbia 
University

Ms. Veera Aleksandra Pennala 
Advisor, Permanent Mission of the 
Republic of Malta to the United Nations

Mr. Ridas Petkus
Deputy Permanent Representative of 
the Republic of Lithuania to the United 
Nations
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BMW Group
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Ambassador, Permanent Representative 
of the Republic of Latvia to the United 
Nations
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Nations and Director, International Labour 
Organization Office for the United Nations

Ms. Genevieve Elizabeth Pinnington
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Mr. Aaron Joshua Pinto
Queen's Young Leader, Queen Elizabeth 
II Diamond Jubilee Trust and Policy 
Associate, Commonwealth Youth Human 
Rights and Democracy Network

Ms. Eleanor Rosa Igna Pinugu 
Executive Director, Mano Amiga 
Philippines

Ms. Dúnia Pires do Canto 
Second Secretary, Permanent Mission of 
the Republic of Cabo Verde to the United 
Nations

H.E. Mrs. Audra Plepyte 
Ambassador, Permanent Representative 
of the Republic of Lithuania to the United 
Nations
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Ambassador, Permanent Representative 
of Ghana to the United Nations
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Second Secretary, Permanent Mission of 
Hungary to the United Nations
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Principal, Chinh India

Mrs. Jana Prikrylova
Second Secretary, Permanent Mission of 
the Czech Republic to the United Nations

Ms. Urica Yernesi Primus 
President, Guyana Women Miners 
Organization

H.E. Mr. Supark Prongthura 
Ambassador, Deputy Permanent 
Representative of Thailand to the United 
Nations

Mr. Baneet Pukhrambam 
Student, Chinh India

Ms. Caroline Anne Quigley 
Manager of School and Family 
Programmes, The Paley Center for Media

Ms. Anna Eva Radicetti 
Senior Policy Officer, Office of the 
International Organization for Migration 
(IOM)

Mr. Pawel Radomski
Deputy Permanent Representative of the 
Republic of Poland to the United Nations

Ms. Meenakshi Rai
Founding Trustee, Chinh India

Mr. Vinay Kumar Rai 
Chairperson, Nomadic Haat

Ms. Shruti Rai
Creative Director, Chinh India

Mr. Miomir Rajcevic
Founder and President of the Board, 
Media Education Centre

Mr. Bijeysh Ranjit 
Director of Development and 
Administration, SAATH

Mr. Bruno Rizzi Razente 
Second Secretary, Permanent Mission of 
Brazil to the United Nations

Ms. Febria Diah Retnoningsih 
Head of General Affairs, Office of the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic 
of Indonesia

Ms. Noella Richard
Youth Global Programme Manager, United 
Nations Development Programme (UNDP)

Mr. Mario Rochell Olano 
Advisor, Permanent Mission of Mexico to 
the United Nations

Mr. Enrique Gaspar Rodriguez 
Vice President, Instituto Seda España

Mr. Thomas Rohland
Second Secretary, Permanent Mission of 
Germany to the United Nations

Ms. Catherina Rojas 
Programme Specialist, Train USA, Cultural 
Vistas

Dr. Juan Carlos Romero 
National Senator, Parliament of Argentina

Ms. Marie-Paule Roudil 
Director, United Nations Educational, 
Scientific, and Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO) Office to the United Nations

H.E. Mr. Kevin Rudd
Former Prime Minister of Australia

Ms. Cristina Ramona Ruenes Mariñas
Cabinet Assistant of the State Secretary 
of Foreign Affairs of Spain

Mr. Sergey Vladimirovich Ryabokon
Chief of NGO Branch of the Department 
of International Organizations, Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation

H.E. Mr. Valentin Rybakov 
Ambassador, Permanent Representative 
of the Republic of Belarus to the United 
Nations

Ms. Kristyna Rysova
Advisor, Permanent Mission of the Czech 
Republic to the United Nations

8th UNAOC Global Forum90



Ms. Tania Safi
Video Producer, Filmmaker and Director

Ms. Ritika Sagar
Youth Filmmaker and Blogger

Mr. Mohammed Sahib
Deputy Permanent Representative 
of Iraq to the United Nations

Mr.  Nebil Said
Counsellor, Permanent Mission 
of Eritrea to the United Nations

Mrs. Narjess Saidane 
Permanent Observer for the International 
Organization of la Francophonie to the 
United Nations

Mr. Claudel Saimpre 
Journalist, Radio Megastar

Mr. Ihab Othman Said Salameh 
Regional Director, Global Nomads Group

Mr. Nazifullah Salarzai
Deputy Permanent Representative of 
Afghanistan to the United Nations

Mr. Ivan Santiago Sampaio 
Student, Law School, Mackenzie 
Presbyterian University

Mr. Francesc Colomer Sánchez 
Regional Secretary of Tourism 
of the Generalitat Valenciana, Spain

H.E. Mr. Juan Sandoval Mendiolea
Ambassador, Deputy Permanent Repre-
sentative of Mexico to the United Nations

H.E. Mr. Agustín Santos Maraver
Ambassador, Permanent Representative 
of Spain to the United Nations

Ms. Sadhvi Bhagawati Sarasawati
Secretary-General, Global Interfaith WASH 
Alliance

Mr. Joao Felipe Scarpelini 
Youth Advisor, Office of the Deputy 
Special Representative of the Secretary-
General, Resident and Humanitarian 
Coordinator, United Nations in Somalia

Ms. Saskia Schellekens 
Special Adviser to the United Nations 
Secretary-General's Envoy on Youth

Ms. Tessa Antonia Schrempf 
Advisor, Human Rights Division, 
Delegation of the European Union to the 
United Nations

H.E. Mr. Jurgen Schulz 
Ambassador, Deputy Permanent 
Representative of Germany to the United 
Nations

Ms. Zoe Schwartz 
Marketing Director, Tough Mudder LLC

Ms. Christina Marie Sciabarra 
Director and Professor, Bellevue College

Mr. Patrick Louis Sciarratta 
President, Vinculum Foundation

Mr. Kenji Sekine
Representative Director, United for Peace 
Film Festival

Mr. Selim Halici
Security Officer, Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of Turkey

Ms. Nuria Seller Alvarez 
Technical Assistant GPEX, Agencia 
Extremeña de Cooperación Internacional 
para el Desarrollo (AEXCID)

Ms. Lucille Sengler
Human Rights Officer, United Nations 
Counter-Terrorism Committee Executive 
Directorate (CTED)

Mrs. Banu Sensivas Ozdil 
Director of the Board, Turkcell

Mrs. Hedva Ser Salomon 
Goodwill Ambassador, Special Envoy 
for Cultural Diplomacy, United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO)

Mr. Ariel Gonzalez Serafini 
First Secretary, Permanent Mission 
of Argentina to the United Nations

H.E. Mr. Horacio Sevilla Borja 
Ambassador, Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of Ecuador

Mr. Mohamed Hossam Desokey Shaltoot
Project Coordinator, Ambassadors for 
Dialogue

Mr. Abdulkareem Majemu Shefiu
Founder and Co-Director, Strength in 
Diversity Development Centre

Ms. Rumeng Shi 
Programme Developer, Beijing Century 
Mind Education Tour Group

Mrs. Elizabeth Anne Shoesmith 
Founder and Chief Executive Officer, 
The Inclusive Foundation

Mr. Egor Shulgin
Third Secretary, Permanent Mission of the 
Russian Federation to the United Nations

H.E. Mr. Konstantin Viktorovich Shuvalov
The Russian Federation Foreign Minister's 
Special Representative for UNAOC and 
Ambassador-at-Large

Ms. Farah Siblini 
Counsellor, Permanent Mission of 
Lebanon to the United Nations

Mr. Juan Gabriel Silva
Vocal, CONALIR

Mr. Yehuda Silverman 
Freelance Researcher, Nova Southeastern 
University

Mr. Cornelius Sim
Right Reverend, Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of Brunei Darussalam

Mr. Aleksandar Simić 
Composer and Social Activist, Pave the 
Way Foundation

Mr. Randy Frederick Simon 
Chief Executive Officer and Producer, 
RFSwolf Media IIC.

Mr. Bagname Simpara
Second Counselor, Permanent Mission of 
the Republic of Mali to the United Nations
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Director, Interpeace USA Office

H.E. Mr. Feridun H. Sinirlioğlu  
Ambassador, Permanent Representative 
of Turkey to the United Nations

H.E. Mrs. Ayse Sinirlioğlu 
Ambassador, Permanent Mission of 
Turkey to the United Nations
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Communications Officer, Red Dot 
Foundation- Safecity

Ms. Pamila Sirichuchnin 
Third Secretary, Permanent Mission of 
Thailand to the United Nations
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Mr. Busron Sodikun
Third Secretary, Permanent Mission of 
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Nations

Ms. Rahma Gamil Soliman 
Migration Officer for Media and 
Communications, Office of the 
International Organization for Migration 
(IOM)

H.E. Mr. Vitavas Srivihok 
Ambassador, Permanent Representative 
of Thailand to the United Nations

Mr. Severin Philipp Stalter
Student in Chemical Biology, KIT 
Karlsruhe

H.E. Mr. Stefano Stefanile 
Ambassador, Deputy Permanent 
Representative of Italy to the United 
Nations

Mr. Peter Stone 
Advisor, Permanent Mission of Australia 
to the United Nations

Mr. Jose Angel Calle Suárez 
Director General, Agencia Extremeña 
de Cooperación Internacional para el 
Desarrollo (AEXCID)

Ms. Vanassuda Sudhidhanee 
Counsellor, Permanent Mission of 
Thailand to the United Nations

Mr. Mohamed Hisham Suhail 
National Youth Coordinator, Ministry of 
Industry and Commerce of Sri Lanka

Mr. Ibnu Sulhan 
Third Secretary, Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the Republic of Indonesia

Mr. Dikmas Sulistio
Third Secretary, Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the Republic of Indonesia

Mr. Mattias Sundholm
Strategic Communications Officer, United 
Nations Counter-Terrorism Committee 
Executive Directorate (CTED)

Raymundo Tamayo International 
Development Consultant

Mr. Bruno Tarpani 
Psychologist and Filmmaker

Ms. Rena Tasuja 
Counsellor, Permanent Mission of the 
Republic of Estonia to the United Nations

Mr. William Atsu Kofi Tekpor 
Manager, Zylophon Media

H.E. Mrs. Maria Theofili 
Ambassador, Permanent Representative 
of Greeceto the United Nations

H.E. Mr. Yemdaogo Eric Tiare 
Ambassador, Permanent Representative 
of Burkina Faso to the United Nations

Ms. Neluni Tillekeratne 
Co-National Director, Sri Lanka Unites

Mr. Florian Titze 
Advisor, Permanent Mission of the 
Republic of Malta to the United Nations

Ms. Alexandra Maria Tomczak 
Advisor, Human Rights Division, 
Delegation of the European Union to the 
United Nations

Ms. Patricia Ann Torsney 
Permanent Observer for the Inter-
Parliamentary Union to the United Nations

Mr. Mondher Tounsi
Public Relations Officer, Young Leaders 
Entrepreneurs

Mr. Zied Naceur Touzani
Founder and President, Tun'Act

Mr. Stefan Tschauko
Graduate Student, Tufts University

Ms. Saniye Tural
Board Reporter, Turkcell

Ms. Cristina Turcu 
Fellow, Community Solutions Programme, 
IREX

H.E. Mr. Danilo Türk
Former President of the Slovak Republic

Mrs. Theresa Thandeka Tutu-Gxashe
Chief Executive Officer, Desmond Tutu 
Tutudesk Campaign

Ms. Tuvana Varan 
Adviser, Permanent Mission of Turkey 
to the United Nations

Mr. Fsahat Ul-Hassan
Founder and Chairman, Youth Advocacy 
Network 

Mrs. Abiodun Rufus Unegbu 
Executive Director and Co-Founder, 
Leadership Initiative for Youth 
Empowerment

Ms. Asude Feyza User
Expert, Chief Executive Officer's Office, 
Turkcell

Mr. Thomas Uthup
Adjunct Faculty, Baldwin Wallace 
University

Mr. Rajiv Uttamchandani 
Professor and Chairman of the Board, 
International STEM Society for Human 
Rights, H.E.R. (Humanity Education and 
Rights)

H.E. Mr. Fernando Martín Valenzuela 
Marzo
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
of Spain

Mr. Jan Van Blerk
Graduate Student

Mr. Zoltán Varga
Deputy Permanent Representative of 
Hungary to the United Nations

Mr. Jose Antonio Vargas 
Pulitzer Prize-Winning Journalist and 
Emmy-Nominated Filmmaker
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Pupil, Republican Theoretical Lyceum 
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Mr. Vedat Çolak
Adviser, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 
Turkey
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Deputy Permanent Representative of the 
Republic of Belarus to the United Nations
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Advisor, Permanent Mission of the 
Republic of Malta to the United Nations
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Deputy Permanent Representative 
of Argentina to the United Nations
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Strategic Communications Consultant, 
United Nations Counter-Terrorism Office 
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Adviser, Permanent Mission 
of Turkey to the United Nations

Ms. Agnese Vilde
Deputy Permanent 
Representative of the Republic 
of Latvia to the United Nations
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Chief Executive Officer, The Viscusi Group
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Envoy and Minister Plenipotentiary, 
Deputy Permanent Representative of 
Ukraine to the United Nations
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Delegation of the European Union to the 
United Nations
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Adviser, Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
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Mr. Mehmet Hazar Yildirim 
Manager of Strategic Alliances, AFS 
Intercultural Programs

Mrs. Shino Yokotsuka 
PhD Candidate, University 
of Massachusetts Boston
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Executive Director, World Public 
Diplomacy Organization (WPDO)

Ms. Crystal Yuen
Delegate

Mrs. Sarah Zaaimi 
Assignment Editor, United States Agency for 
Global Media

Mrs. Nazirah Zaini 
Acting Deputy Director, 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of Brunei Darussalam

Mr. Daniel Joseph Zanatta 
Engineer, Lendlease

H.E. Mr. José Luis Rodríguez Zapatero
Former Prime Minister of Spain

Mr. Federico Mayor Zaragoza 
President, Fundacion Cultura de Paz (Via 
Video Message)

Ms. Zeynep Celikel 
Third Secretary, Permanent Mission of Turkey 
to the United Nations

Mr. Anuar Zhainakov
Counsellor, Permanent Mission of the 
Republic of Kazakhstan to the United Nations

Ms. Pegah Zohouri Haghian 
PhD Candidate, Oriental Institute, 
University of Oxford

Mr. Alexandre Zouev
Assistant Secretary-General for Rule of Law 
and Security Institutions, Department of 
Peacekeeping Operations, United Nations

Mr. Muhammad Zulqarnain 
Third Secretary, Permanent Mission of 
Pakistan to the United Nations

Mrs. Letitia Marie Zwickert 
Chief Executive Officer of MENTEE, Founder 
and Teacher at Naperville Central High 
School

Mr. Jean Zwickert
Teacher, Math Department, Leyden School 
District 212
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the #UNAOCyouth lunch on 19 November 2018

The Permanent Mission of the State of Qatar 
to the United Nations

for sponsoring  
the High-level Luncheon on 20 November 2018
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730 Third Avenue, 20th Floor, New York, New York 10017

 Phone: +1-929-274-6217         Fax: +1-929-274-6233       Email: contactaoc@unops.org

 8thglobalforum.unaoc.org

 www.unaoc.org

 twitter.com/UNAOC            facebook.com/unaoc.org           instagram.com/unaoc

UNAOC aims to improve understanding and cooperation among nations and peoples across cultures 
and to reduce polarization at local and global levels. It helps develop more inclusive societies,  

in which diversity is experienced as an asset.


