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Friday 29 August 2014
14h00—16h00 Breakout Session 4
Youth Participation in Peace-Building 
Young adults are among groups most affected by conflicts, both in terms of numbers and loss of livelihood. While there are tremendous efforts invested into protecting this vulnerable population from the effects of conflicts, there are major gaps in the understanding and recognition of how young adults are positively contributing to peacebuilding and reconciliation efforts. 

In order to support the understanding and recognition of young people’s efforts to foster peace, a working-group composed of UN agencies and civil society organizations recently published Guiding Principles on Young People’s Participation in Peacebuilding. These guiding principles are for Governments, UN entities, donors and civil society and aim to describe meaningful youth engagement and participation, especially in conflict or transition settings. The working-group is currently drafting Operational Guidance to support the implementation of these guiding principles. This operational guidance will be based on good practices from the field and aim to inform peacebuilding strategies and initiatives that are participative, inclusive and intergenerational.

With a view to contribute to the development the operational guidance mentioned above, speakers and participants in this break-out session will explore good practices and lessons learned from a few case studies of projects carried out by the UNAOC and its partners. 

POINTS OF DISCUSSION

1. What are some of the good practices and lessons learned that can be drawn from these projects? 

2. What needs to be improved? What can we do better?

3. How can the lessons learned and suggestions for improvement contribute to the development of the operational guidance mentioned above? 

SESSION PARTICIPANTS

Moderator
· Saji Prelis, Director Children and Youth Programmes, Search for Common Ground

Panelists
· Nikki Delfin, 2010 Winner of the UNAOC Youth Solidarity Fund, Gaston Z. Ortigas Peace Institute, Philippines
· Manika Jha, Annapurnapost National Daily, Nepal
· Tri Mumpuni, Youth Activist, Indonesia

· Noah Andunga Amrono, 2013 Winner of the UNAOC Youth Solidarity Fund, Dream Achievers Youth Organization Kenya
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