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Friday 29 August 2014
14h00—16h00  Breakout Session 2
Media Conversation Across Lines
In a world of super-fast communications, the role of journalism as a trusted source of reliable and pluralist information is ever-more important. Across the globe, divided communities are at the mercy of propagandists and unscrupulous political and community leaders.

Journalists struggle to maintain professionalism as information wars are fought with cutting edge communication tools. There is a rise in political propaganda and hate-speech and an increased use of social networks to shape the media agenda.

At the same time, less money is spent on journalism due to weak media markets while competitive pressure and a rush to publish information – sometimes without basic fact-checking –  add to newsroom pressures. In times of conflict, there is less impartiality and independent reporting.

POINTS OF DISCUSSION
1. How can media keep faith with the ethical values of journalism in these conditions? 

2. How can journalists contribute to building better understanding between communities, when media-savvy extremists are at work?

3. What are the best practices that governments can undertake to create the conditions for media pluralism and independent journalism?

4. Is there a need for code of ethics? Where to draw the line without infringing on the freedom of expression?

SESSION PARTICIPANTS

Moderator

· Joe Lauria, Wall Steet Journal, USA

Panelists
· Cherian George, Asia Journalism Fellowship, Temasek Foundation, Singapore
· Bambang Harymurti, Tempo, Indonesia
· A.S. Pannneerselvan, The Hindu, India
· Aidan White, Ethical Journalism Network, United Kingdom
· Dr. Ahmet Hadi Adanali

