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Friday 29 August 2014
14h00—16h00  Breakout Session 1
Promoting harmony through inter-religious and cross-cultural education 
The session will be an occasion to discuss successful case studies where inter-religious and cross-cultural programs and initiatives have provided venues and opportunities for better understanding and mutual respect among individuals and communities with different cultural and religious traditions and backgrounds. It will also discuss initiatives that intervened when perceived socio-political polarizations were developing into possible confrontation and violence. 

The panelists will be invited to reflect on the work that they and their organizations are developing in the areas of inter-cultural dialogue and how these activities have effectively provided new frameworks for dialogue. Building from the knowledge and participation of panelists holding different religious beliefs, the session will provide a space for reflection, as well as propose guidelines for future actions.

POINTS OF DISCUSSION

1. How can inter-religious education be a tool for the development of peaceful and sustainable dialogue among perceived opposing and polarized groups? 

2. Why is cross-cultural education a most towards facilitating harmonious and sustainable development? 

3. What are the challenges? How can they be overcome? 
SESSION PARTICIPANTS
Moderator

· Dr. Anies Baswedan, Paramadina University, Indonesia
Panelists
· Dr. Diego Sarrio Cucarella, Pontifical Institute for Arabic and Islamic Studies, Italy
· Dr. Sharif István Horthy, Guerrand-Hermes Foundation for Peace, United Kingdom
· Dr. Samsul Ma’arif, Center for Religious and Cross-Cultural Studies at Gadjah Mada University, Indonesia
· Dr. Bilal Kuspinar
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