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Saturday 30 August 2014
10h15—12h15  Breakout Session 3
Role of Women in Fostering Understanding among Cultures 

Women’s organizations, particularly those with broad grassroots networks, are often uniquely placed to assist in detecting early warning signs for conflict prevention. Women play a key role as well in post-conflict societies, in processes of implementation of peace agreements. The session is an opportunity to discuss successful case studies where women have been key players in conflict prevention, particularly by moving forward action plans that have provided opportunities by avoiding the escalation of violence in polarized communities. 

At the same time this session will also be an occasion to discuss the alarming global dimensions of female-targeted violence. Rape is still being used as a weapon of war, a strategy used to subjugate and terrify entire communities, the panelists will also discuss these challenging issues and how women, resiliently, overcome these traumas and provide opportunities of reconciliation and peace development.

POINTS OF DISCUSSION

1. What role can governments play to further support these processes? 

2. Which cultural stereotypes hinder the full participation of women in processes of peace and reconciliation? Which are the challenges? 

3. What policies are needed to ensure the full participation of women in society?

SESSION PARTICIPANTS

Moderator

· Belen Alfaro, UNAOC Ambassador, Spain
Speakers

· Hafida Benchehida, Senator, Algerian Parliament, Algeria

· Mongi Hamdi, Minister of Foreign Affairs, Tunisia
· Khofifah Indar Parawansa, Muslimat Nahdahatul Ulama, Indonesia
· Jane Wong, UN Women, Timor Leste
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