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Report on Workshop 7: Forging a new generation of youth leaders to develop cultural literacy and inter-cultural dialogue to address challenges of diversity. How can younger generation contribute.
1. Summary of Points Raised by Speakers

· Chen Jian shared his experience in the movie industry. Through support given by the UNAOC and the Chinese government, he has been able to reach out to as many youths out there through the movies he had promoted.

· Ghadafi Kamal spoke about his experience in the Youth Ministry in Brunei and his roles as a youth leader. Youths often see culture as a means by which the diversity between races, cultures and class in society could be appreciated.
· Ji Ming highlighted the biasness in the western media and the reproduction of stereotypes about Asian society. Youths are exposed to these bias images and as result develop mistaken notions about their own societies and cultures.

· Christina Du stressed on the role of large corporations such as BMW in promoting cultural awareness. Large corporations can function as cultural entrepreneurs in that they finance and participate in the creating a strong sense of awareness about a given culture particularly to the youth population.
The fact that only 5 out of 150 people attended the sessions bears testimony the lack of importance of youths in any discussion about dialogue and alliances between civilizations.
2. Main Themes that Emerged

· Giving the Youth a Voice – Both Movies and the Media could play a big part towards that end. By using the micromovies and micromedia, youths could air out their views in the public sphere.

· Token Representation – Youths are not given formal platforms to enable their concerns to be heard by the powers that be. Most discussions are often done informally or through short-lived steering committees and events.

· Culture as Vehicles for Promoting Understanding – Aspects of culture such as food, theatre, films and music are platforms that could attract youths in engaging in dialogue and to celebrate diversity. Yet, there is a lack of efforts to bridge gaps between youths of different backgrounds through the use of cultural tools
3. Recommendations

· Establishment of a Youth Secretariat within the UNAOC. The Youth Secretariat will be represented by  members from as many countries throughout the world and will  fulfil the following functions:

a. To be a platform that enables youths across cultures to air out and share their concerns.

b. Promote youth advocates for peace through support, mentoring and capacity building. A UNAOC YOUTH event on capacity building should be held in the Asia-Pacific.
c. Boost Cultural Exchanges through partnerships with large corporations, youth movements and international bodies such as the youths.

