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The Sixth Global Forum of the United Nations Alliance of Civilizations
Bali, Indonesia, 28-30 August 2014

Concept Note of Plenary Session Two
Knowing one another- the urgent need to foster dialogue and Understanding between Eastern and Western Civilizations

Background

Countering xenophobia, stereotyping and intolerance are essential missions for the Alliance of Civilizations.  It is well established that these qualities are present in many situations that are characterized by political tension and even communal violence.  The fear of the “other” that is common in these situations must be addressed.  This session will seek to address the question of how dialogue can promote better understanding between Eastern and Western civilizations.

The main goal is to identify the best means developed to date that encourage  increased understanding between the cultures of the East and the West with a vision of  building a culture of peace across identity groups, whether based on religion, ethnicity, race or other factors. The speakers will also discuss how dialogue processes can assist in the transmission of knowledge between diverse cultures.   They will speak to the topic of linguistic, historical and cultural contributions to humanity, particularly to the younger generations.

There is also the need to address the role of the media in relation to specific events and incidents around the globe.  Speakers will address the question of how the standards of reporting can be raised to help prevent stereotyping or the collective condemnation of entire nations, peoples, religions and/or races via the media or other mass communication methods.

In this Session speakers will address the continuing tensions between East and West.  They will also discuss the growing need to promote the tolerance and acceptance of diversity, both within and among the World’s nations.    Participants will consider best practices in responsible leadership to diminish cultural misunderstandings and encourage multicultural dialogue, with a special focus on improving relations within and between Western and Eastern Civilizations.

Suggested Questions

· What are the greatest benefits that come with increased understanding between cultures?

· What are some of the best examples of cross cultural practices that have contributed to increased understanding between East and West?

· Describe some examples of successful efforts to overcome obstacles to cross cultural dialogue and understanding.

· How have religious leaders contributed positive impact to cross cultural understanding and tolerance? 

· How have religious leaders failed to contribute to cross cultural understanding and tolerance?

· What are the greatest challenges to improved intercultural relations?

Speakers

· Prof. PAN Guang UNAOC Ambassador

· Mr. Faisal bin Abdulrahman bin Muammar SG of KAICIID

· Mr. Jean – Paul Laborde, Counter Terrorism Executive Committee

· Prof. Joseph Camilleri, La Trobe University

· Dr. Salim Said, Founder of Indonesian Alliance Institute

· Mr. Jian Mingjun, President of IESCO

· Moderator: Dr. Ahmet Hadi Adanali, Scholar and Media Expert
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