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Indonesia is the world’s largest archipelago with over 17,000 islands. The country stretches 5,100 km along the equator between the Australian and Asian continents and straddles the Pacific and Indian Oceans. The home of more than 490 different ethnic groups, speaking different languages, following different traditions and professing different religions, Indonesia has absorbed the influences of the world’s great civilizations. With a fascinating and colorful history, Indonesia is blessed with a rich and dynamic culture. 

Indonesia’s diversity is celebrated in their national motto, “Bhinneka Tunggal Ika”, which translates into English as "Unity in Diversity." This reflects the outlook of Indonesia’s Founding Fathers that embraces the wealth of our cultural, ethnic, linguistic and religious diversity. We in Indonesia are convinced that diversity is not a liability or a threat. Indeed, it enriches and it empowers. It serves as the fountainhead of the social strength. 
Indonesia’s diversity is reflected in the broader context that marks the relations of the nations in Southeast Asia that make up the Association of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN). Not unlike Indonesia, the ASEAN countries are similarly diverse in terms of culture, religion, economic development and political history. With such diversity, the region is transforming itself into the ASEAN Community, with a single vision and a common sense of identity by 2015. In a globalized world this capacity to unite and cooperate inspite of diversity is a source of strength and dynamism.
All this makes the Indonesian example particularly relevant to a number of ongoing transitions taking place around the world, including in Asia Pacific region .Indonesia’s recent experience also makes it a particularly special setting for the 2014 Global Forum of the United Nations Alliance of Civilizations (UNAOC). An initiative of the United Nations Secretary-General that is supported by 114 states and 25 international organizations (members of the Group of Friends), UNAOC works to develop innovative models for ameliorating identity-based tensions around the world. 
Following on the success of five consecutive forums in Spain, Turkey, Brazil, Qatar and Austria, the Sixth Global Forum of the UNAOC will take place in Bali, Indonesia on 29-30 August, 2014. The Forum will bring together political leaders, representatives of international and regional bodies, the private sector, civil society, youth, the arts, and the media as well as donor agencies and foundations, to vigorously foster cross-cultural dialogue and understanding. 
Bearing the theme “Unity in Diversity: Celebrating Diversity for Common and Shared Values”, the Forum will highlight strategic and yet practical measures that generate and sustain common values and a shared sense of responsibility among all stakeholders, partners and constituencies toward the realization of the mandate and objectives of the Alliance of Civilizations initiative. 

During the two-day Forum, two plenary panel discussions will be convened focusing on the main theme, followed by a series of break-out sessions dedicated to the four pillars of the Alliance of Civilizations. Participants will take part in the partners’ exhibitions, award ceremonies, video screening and various side-events, which UNAOC’s partners will have the opportunity to organize at the margins of the Forum. 
Against the backdrop of the over-arching theme “Unity in Diversity: Celebrating Diversity for Common and Shared Values”, the Forum’s break-out sessions will address the following issues:
· Promoting harmony through inter-religious and cross-cultural dialogue;
· The role of women in fostering understanding among cultures;
· Fostering understanding through the power of sports, art, music and entertainment;
· Youth participation in peace-building;
· Media conversation across lines;
· Harnessing the positive power of social media in reconciling the demand of security and the right to privacy as well as the freedom of expression;
· Social inclusion and migration: developments for post-2015 agenda;
· Perception of migration: how to change the narratives about migrants.
Prior to the Forum, a youth event will be held under the topic “the role of youth in promoting unity in diversity through education, media and migration”.
The Sixth Global Forum of the UNAOC, the first in the Asia Pacific, will seek to reflect and benefit from the diverse setting of the region. Furthermore, the Forum will set the debate within a wider context, including the ongoing discussion on the post-2015 development agenda. As one of the event’s outcomes, members of the UNAOC’s Group of Friends will adopt the Bali Declaration on the Alliance of Civilizations, reaffirming their commitment to support the mandate of the Alliance and identify concrete and implementable measures in line with the main theme of the Forum.
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