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UN Alliance of Civilizations Fellows Arrive from Mideast 
Program Provides Valuable Insights on US, European Societies
New York, Sept 10, 2011 – Twelve young leaders from the Middle East are arriving in New York City on Saturday, in the context of the tenth anniversary of 9/11, hoping to create new alliances, gain knowledge, and understanding of the US and Europe. 
Given the importance of the day, their visit is especially timely, as the world seeks to find ways to forge lasting peace amongst nations, cultures and societies. In a context of commemorations, the UNAOC, which works together with its partners to promote understanding among peoples and cultures, is taking concrete action to bring emerging leaders together to build trust and understanding. 

The fellows will be part of a two-week program organized under the auspices of the UN Alliance of Civilizations (UNAOC) with the funding support of the British Council and in partnership with the League of Arab States, ISESCO, the Institute of International Education and the Qatar Committee for the Alliance of Civilizations. 

The Fellowship Programme is the first and only young professional’s exchange program between the Arab world, Europe, and the US and through monetary and in-kind support from Arab, European, and North American sources. As a young professionals’ exchange initiative, the Fellowship Program is singular in this regard.  
The trip will include stops in Washington D.C., Philadelphia, Paris, Brussels and London. In the US and Europe, the fellows will meet with a wide-variety of groups and individuals, including local community leaders, NGOs, journalists, policy makers and prominent US institutions. 
“Our objective is to create an opportunity for these emerging leaders to see by themselves the reality of the other society, to deconstruct stereotypes and to become the messengers of new relations between the western and the Muslim world based on cooperation and trust,” said Jean-Christophe Bas, UNAOC Senior Advisor.

The fellows, selected among hundreds of applications, are a diverse group, and include: a journalist from Algeria, bloggers from Morocco and Egypt, a social entrepreneur from Saudi Arabia, an entrepreneur from Kuwait, a lawyer from Lebanon, and a program manager at a youth NGO, to name a few. 

The goal of the fellowship is to enhance mutual knowledge and understanding between peoples and societies from Muslim-majority countries, mainly from the Arab World, and from Europe and North America and creates an opportunity for emerging leaders from these societies to get acquainted with the diverse realities and cultural, political and religious environments of the others. 

As part of the fellowship, later in the fall, twelve fellows from the US and Europe will travel to North Africa and the Middle East : Morocco, Egypt and Qatar on a similar tour, meeting with government, civil society and other groups involved in this issue.

****

About the UNAOC (www.unaoc.org) 

The UN Alliance of Civilizations was established in 2005 as an initiative of the UN Secretary General, under the cosponsorship of the President of the Government of Spain and the Prime Minister of Turkey. It emerged out of a conviction that, in order to achieve sustainable peace, long-standing divisions and misperceptions between cultures need to be addressed. In April 2007, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon appointed Jorge Sampaio, former President of Portugal, as High Representative for the Alliance. Under his leadership, the Alliance promotes dialogue that delivers change on the ground. It is supported by a growing Group of Friends of 128 governments and international organizations. 

About the British Council’s Belief in Dialogue

Belief in Dialogue is the British Council’s global programme of activity aimed at developing understanding between different communities on issues of diversity and culture. The programme creates opportunities for dialogue with the aim of breaking down barriers, creating trust and developing new perspectives on the key global challenges of the twenty first century. 
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