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PARTNERS’ NEW PROJECTS
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Heads and representatives of foundations from the Foundations meeting in Marrakech on Feb. 20-21, 2009 at Dar Moulay Boubker, headquarters of the Guerrand-Hermes Foundation for Peace.





Marrakech Meeting of Foundations


STRENGTHENING PARTNERSHIPS FOR INTERCULTURAL COOPERATION 








and to have final discussions on the creation of an international network of foundations involved in these themes. 


The meeting was attended by Heads and representatives of around 20 foundations from around the world, and attendees were successful in pooling their contributions, resulting in the Foundations’ mission statement. The INF’s primary goal is to bring together foundations working to build trust and cooperation among religions, cultures and peoples, by promoting knowledge exchange, 








FOUNDATIONS BREAKFAST SESSION AT ISTANBUL FORUM


On April 7, a breakfast session of the Foundations Network was held during the AoC Forum in Istanbul. The session was attended by about 15 foundations from around the world. 


At this session, several participants reported on recent activities of common interest. Rien Van Gendt, member of the board of the Van Leer Foundation, presented the research project, “Religion and Democracy in Europe” under the auspices of the Network of European Foundations. Hillary Wiesner, Project Director of the Islam Initiative for the Carnegie Corporation, presented on the joint initiative with the Rockefeller Brothers Fund of bringing together major US foundations working on with the Muslim world. It has been suggested by participants that both initiatives would benefit from being connected and that eventually the Alliance and the INF could convene representatives of both groups to exchange notes. 


The meeting has also been an opportunity for members to discuss the creation of affinity groups as agreed in Marrakech and upcoming projects of the network that will be formalized at the occasion of the next meeting of the INF in fall 2009. 














THE ALLIANCE OF CIVILIZATIONS FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM


The creation of the Alliance of Civilizations Fellowship program was announced by the UN High Representative for the Alliance of Civilizations President Sampaio on the occasion of the second Forum of the Alliance held on April 6 and 7, 2009 in Istanbul. 


The Fellowship program, organized in partnership with the German Marshall Fund of the US, the British Council and ISESCO, is inspired by one of the major recommendations of the Report of the High-level Group to intensify youth exchanges between the United States, Europe and Muslim countries. The objective of the Fellowship program is to facilitate mutual, substantive, and meaningful exposure for emerging leaders from North America, Europe, and Muslim-majority countries to media, culture, politics, institutions, civil society, and religion in one another’s countries. By exposing emerging leaders to the reality of other cultures and societies–i.e. the challenges, gaps and tensions, but also common ground for mutual positive action between Europe, North America and Muslim-majority countries--the  fellowship program will generate knowledge exchange, understanding, respect, and productive partnerships across borders. 


A first pilot visit will be operational next fall. Foundations who are interested in participating in this initiative should contact Jean-Christophe Bas at � HYPERLINK "mailto:jeancb@unops.org" ��jeancb@unops.org�.

















AoC FORUM IN ISTANBUL: MARKETPLACE OF IDEAS


On 6 April 2009, one of the most exciting sessions of the Istanbul Forum took place, which was the Marketplace of Ideas. This 90 minute presentation allowed some of the world’s most exciting and innovative civil society projects to be presented, showcasing advancement in intercultural understanding to an audience comprised of government, intergovernmental organizations, business, religion, civil society and academia. The objective of the session was to showcase projects which do not already have firmly established links with the UN, or have yet to be truly ‘discovered’ by the international community. Almost 100 applications were received, from which 18 projects were selected via a comprehensive and thorough review process by the AoC Secretariat. Examples of these projects include:


Ramadan Festival - a series of cultural events during Ramadan that is organized in multiple cities around Europe.  The festival is aimed at fostering social cohesion and building bridges between Muslims and Non-Muslims.


The 99 – a comic based on the 99 attributes of Allah; each of 99 comic book characters is based on one of the 99 attributes.  The religion of the characters is not specified, and the positive value or attribute each character represents are inclusive and relevant to every society.


More information is available at the AoC website, which includes more information about the Marketplace of Ideas as well as a list of the winning projects and descriptions → � HYPERLINK "http://www.unaoc.org/content/view/338/254/lang,english/" ��Click here to view site�
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The breakfast session of the International Network of Foundations convened at the Alliance of Civilizations Forum in Istanbul.





45 to 60 year old wealthy business


leaders. We are now beginning to see modern interpretations of traditional forms of giving. Areas of increased philanthropy based around traditional zakats also include health, education, poverty, orphans, the sick and also increasingly women and children. 





Q: What does the future hold for philanthropy in the Middle East? 





A: A new organization, the Arab Foundations Forum, will aim to bring together the region’s foundations’ executive directors and founders to exchange experience, develop codes of conduct and share best practices. 





This will link the Arab foundations sector as a network with global philanthropy movements and sectors, which can help overcome isolations and shorten the exchange of best practices in philanthropy. This, in conjunction with more communication between organizations, will allow the field to become more effective.


→ � HYPERLINK "http://www.aucegypt.edu/ResearchatAUC/rc/gerhartcenter/Pages/Publications.aspx" ��Click here to obtain publication�


 








Q: Why is it important to look at trends in Middle Eastern countries? 





A: On the one hand, the region is experiencing unprecedented wealth and economic expansion. On the other hand, there are demographic shifts and political conflicts that are exacerbating some of the region’s longstanding socioeconomic problems, such as youth unemployment, poverty, lack of education, etc. 





These factors are motivating individuals as well as companies to make use of their wealth to improve their quality of life in their countries. There are tremendously dynamic movements in which Arab companies and business leaders are taking a much more active role in seeking solutions for our social problems and modeling good corporate citizenship. 





Q: What are the current trends of Arab philanthropy? 





A: Arab philanthropists are generally 





INTERVIEW: ENGAGING IN ARAB PHILANTHROPY
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Barbara Lethem Ibrahim is the founding director of the John D. Gerhart Center for Philanthropy and Civic Engagement at the American University in Cairo. Her newest book, “From Charity to Social Change: Trends in Arab Philanthropy” is co-edited by Dina Sherif. 





Here, she talks about her latest book, as well as the growing trends and concerns within Arab Philanthropy. 











Partners’ Report








The third Alliance of Civilizations Forum will be held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, on May 28 - 29, 2010. Save your date!




















collaboration   and advocacy.


The INF aims to achieve these goals in the following ways:


Facilitate information exchange and increase collaboration by acting as a central space for foundations to share information and best practices.


Encourage collaboration among complementary initiatives, especially across regions.


Provide resources to support foundations working on AoC-related themes.


INF will begin by focusing on the following areas as identified by foundations – education, media, the arts, intercultural and interfaith dialogue, youth leadership, and conversations on religious issues.








Foundation Project FOCUS: The Peace Factory








CURRENT PARTNER PROJECTS


























EFC mapping of Members working on Religious Issues


The European Foundation Centre has produced a report, which maps EFC members who are currently working on religious issues. The objective of this report is to give an overview of the 22 EFC members working on religious issues both at national and international levels. The report also gives profiles of the funders and was prepared upon request by EFC members and other interested parties. → � HYPERLINK "http://www.efc.be/ftp/public/EFC_Members_Religion_mapping.pdf" ��Click here to access the report�





Carnegie Scholars 2009


24 Carnegie Scholars for 2009 were announced by Vartan Gregorian, President of the Carnegie Corporation of New York, on 14 April. The new Scholars were selected for their compelling ideas and commitment to enriching the quality of the public dialogue on Islam. Carnegie Corporation provides funding, with two-year grants of up to $100,000, to support well-established and promising young thinkers, analysts and writers. The 2009 awardees are the fifth class to focus on Islam, bringing to 117 the number of Carnegie Scholars devoted to the topic. → � HYPERLINK "http://www.carnegie.org/sub/news/2009_scholars.html" ��Click here to view site�� HYPERLINK "http://www.efc.be/ftp/public/EFC_Members_Religion_mapping.pdf" ���





Inter-ethnic city: Management and policies for a better integration


Together with the Italian foundation Della Rocca, The UNAOC, the International Organization of Migration (IOM) and the Italian Mission in New York are putting together a one-day workshop on migrants in the urban context. Experts and Focal Points will examine best practices and processes of better integration of diverse communities.  The joint event will be held in September 2009 in the UN Headquarters in New York, on the margins of the General Assembly. The workshop will contribute to build up operational strategies for integrative urbanization. 
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Alliance of Civilizations New Projects








On February 20-21, 2009, a group of about fifteen Foundations came together in Marrakech to discuss the activities and organizations of the Alliance of Civilization’s International Network of Foundations, created at the occasion of the Madrid Forum in January 2008. 


The purpose of this meeting, generously hosted by the Guerrand-Hermes Foundation for Peace, was to bring together a number of heads and representatives of foundations from all over the world to discuss recent trends and developments in the work done on intercultural dialogue, cooperation and diversity promotion; and





NEW RELIGION AND INTERFAITH INITIATIVE


�


The Asia-Europe Foundation (ASEF) launched a new Religion and Interfaith initiative with a two-day consultation of field experts from academia, media, religious institutions, and other organizations. Held in Davao City, Phillipines, the meeting helped identify several broad objectives, including: emphasis on positive roles of religion for social cohesion; identifying common beliefs and values that transcend specificities; and countering the rise of religious radicalization. For more, please contact Qiuyi Tan (� HYPERLINK "mailto:qiuyi.tan@asef.org" ��qiuyi.tan@asef.org�)





Dear Foundations Network members,





I would like to extend a very warm welcome to all members of the Network of Foundations, to greet the launch of this Bulletin and, lastly, to reiterate my sincere thanks for your participation both in the Marrakesh meeting and in the Istanbul Forum. From now on, the Alliance of Civilizations will be able to rely on your valuable contribution and will no longer do without your suggestions, your advice and, above all, your active involvement in the initiatives now under way.


During the coming two years, the basic challenge with which the Alliance of Civilizations is faced will be to consolidate itself as a platform that delivers in the field of innovative solutions for good governance of cultural diversity.


To achieve this goal the contribution of the Foundations will be decisive. To this end, allow me to make a vigorous appeal that you become associated with at least one of the projects that the Alliance presented in Istanbul, that you support it, and that you enrich it with your savoir-faire, your experience and your resources, because its success will also be yours.





Thank you.





�





Jorge Sampaio


UN High Representative for the Alliance of Civilizations








Many American foundations are adjusting their scope and priorities 








at this time of change in official U.S. policy vis-à-vis Muslim-majority states.  Philanthropy has played a critical role in supporting an improvement in relations through programs including peace and security, research and education, arts and media, development and dialogue.


On March 24-25, 2009, the Rockefeller Brothers Fund, together with Carnegie Corporation of New York, brought together grantmakers to discuss lessons learned and future directions in this field.  The meeting took place at the Pocantico Conference Center of the Rockefeller Brothers Fund, with the participation of some 15 foundations and experts.  Those represented included Aga Khan Foundation, Asia Foundation, Doris Duke Charitable Foundation, Ford
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The Peace Factory is a new initiative from the Evens Foundation, which aims to educate children and youth on cultural and religious attitudes. The project aims to develop skills, such as recognizing prejudices, distinguishing facts and opinions, and understanding the 








phenomenon of the scapegoat. This interactive exhibition presents around fifty attractive, interactive activities. It is especially intended for youngsters aged 10-14. 


The visitors are provided with a “road map”, a pencil and an eraser. In pairs they do some exercises, have to make choices and test their opinions. They are encouraged to query their first reactions. The exhibition stimulates reflection and discussion, in a cooperative dynamic. An exciting part of this initiative is that the participants discover that this exhibition is about themselves, their own values, attitudes and behaviours. They are called upon to check the roles of protagonists in a conflict. The youngsters test the best ways to achieve a compromise in order to live together harmoniously. The trainers have didactic tools at their disposal to prepare and extend the visit. It was awarded the Evens Prize for Intercultural Education. 


The Peace Factory was inaugurated in France at the Salon de l’Education in Paris in November 2008, under the patronage of the Minister of National Education. It leads to a highly stimulating innovative educational tool for young people as well as their teachers.  The Peace Factory has already been invited to various regions in France and is intended to reach 10,000 young citizens in the course of the first few years of its journey through the country. → � HYPERLINK "http://www.evensfoundation.be/en/lafabriquedelapaix.html" ��Click here to view site�








PARTNERS’ UPDATES

















∙ The Arab Thought Foundation will be holding its “FIKR” annual conference in Kuwait on December 9-10. The conference brings together experts in various fields from the Arab world to discuss changes and areas of development in the region.


∙ The Guerrand-Hermes Foundation for Peace’s publication "Exploring Selfhood", which collects scholarly articles that look into the link between individual life narratives and selfhood in the globalized world, is now available for purchase online.


∙ The King Baudouin Foundation of the United States will invite a group of young executives in September from philanthropic foundations or corporations to Brussels to assess ways corporate community involvement can be improved in Europe. 


∙ The European Network of Political Foundations will take part in the European Development Days in Stockholm on October 22-24. The event is designed to increase public awareness about assistance and cooperation with developing countries.








Foundation, Henry Luce Foundation, Nathan Cummings Foundation, The John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation, One Nation for All and the Coexist Foundation.  The UN Alliance of Civilizations International Funders Network and the Alliance of Civilizations Media Fund also participated in the meeting.  


One of the key outcomes of the meeting was the idea to create an international affinity group for funders working on these issues. Preparatory work is now underway to study the possible composition and services of such a group.  For further information, please contact: Ariadne Papagapitos (Rockefeller Brothers Fund) apapagapitos@rbf.org; or Hillary Wiesner (Carnegie Corporation) hw@carnegie.org.








US FOUNDATIONS MEET TO DISCUSS IMPROVING RELATIONS WITH MUSLIM SOCIETIES
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